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FADE | N

EXT. M LI TARY BASE GUARDHOUSE - NI GHT
TI TLE: NOVEMBER 17

Late night at the front gate of Canp Blanding, Florida. A
bored SENTRY dozes in the guardhouse. Another snokes a
cigarette and watches the bl ue snoke ri se.

The WOVAN cones into view under the harsh |ights that
illumnate the guardhouse area. She shuffles along, her
clothes in disarray, her panty-hose torn in gaping hol es at
t he knees, her nmake-up in ruins. Her appear ance shocks the
young sol di ers.

GUARD 1
Ma'am .. you ok?

She falls in a heap at his feet. Not knowng quite what to
do, the guard flips on his radio and speaks into the
m cr ophone pinned beneath his right shoul der.

GUARD 1 ( CONT' D)
Lieutenant, it's Gomell, front gate. |
think you' d better get down here, sir.

I NT. LI EUTENANT" S BEDROOM

MC BRIDE, the duty officer, opens his eyes, stares into the
darkness and nutters a profanity under his breath. This is
the third tine since mdnight that the 'war' has di sturbed

him and it's only 2 a.m

LI EUTENANT MCBRI DE
If this aint Wrld War 111, you re on
report for waking nme up

He listens to the voice on the other end of the line.
GQUARD 1 (O S.)
There's a civilian out here. She's hurt
pretty bad, sir.

LI EUTENANT MCBRI DE
Shit.

The word falls softly fromhis lips. He pauses as he tries
to shake off his weariness.

( CONTI NUED)
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LI EUTENANT MCBRI DE ( CONT' D)
Al right. Find out who she is. Advise
t he provost marshal and the Doc that we
m ght have a probl em

He takes a nonent before straightening up out of bed.

EXT. GUARDHOUSE - M NUTES LATER

The Lieutenant junps out of the Hummer and heads towards the
group that has gathered around the wonan.

The sergeant has covered her with his Kapok. He sees the
officer of the day out the corner of his eye, approaches him
and speaks out of the woman's earshot.

SERGEANT
She's an attorney sir, Catherine
Spr uance.

Pointing to the plastic cardhol der, he hands over the wallet.
The lieutenant shifts his glance fromthe wallet to the
wonan.

LI EUTENANT MCBRI DE
Vell | ain't losing ny ass over this one,
Sergeant. |If she's a |awer, we'd better
do it right. No shower, no change of
clothing, no nothing, until she's been
exam ned by the M QO

He notions to the sentries to put her in the Humrer.

LI EUTENANT MCBRI DE ( CONT' D)
Get on the horn to the duty WACO. W'l
need a woman up there.

SERGEANT
Yes, sir.

They exchange salutes and the |ieutenant heads over to the
jeep where the victimsits, sobbing softly. He opens the
door and peers into the back.

LI EUTENANT MCBRI DE
Maam |'mLieutenant McBride. W're
gonna take good care of you. You're in
the safest place in the state of Florida.



EXT. DRI VEWAY

As they drive up the main drag of the base towards the
command headquarters - nerve center of the base defense force
- it is obvious that everyone has gotten the word. The
Hummrer is waved through various |evels of security.

I NT. COMVAND CENTER - MOMENTS LATER

A SENTRY waves t hemt hrough the doubl e-door security into
H Q where they are greeted by the duty operations officer
Col onel HAL GATELY and WAC Li eut enant SARAH SI MMONS, who
manages to nmake the wonman feel a bit nore at ease in the
strange pl ace.

LI EUTENANT SI MMONS
Can | get you anything? Sone water?

The woman shakes her head but appears to have cal ned
sonewhat .

MAJOR CORREI RO, the Medical O ficer, has joined themin the
hall and is introduced by Lt. SIMVONS

LI EUTENANT SI MMONS ( CONT’ D)
This is Major Correiro. He's a very good
doctor and he's going to take a | ook at
you, make sure you're ok. |Is that ok?

The woman nods and is taken by Simmons into an ant eroom of f
the main passageway. Gately half-turns to Correiro.

COLONEL
| want a full report on this one, Mjor.
Last thing | need is a problemwth a
worman | awyer. Full docunentati on,
sanpl es, the works.

MAJOR CORREI RO
Yes sir.

| NT. EXAM NATI ON ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The doctor nods and enters the room |eaving Gately outside.
The victimis standing in the center of the room Despite
years of experience as a mlitary man, rape nmakes him
unconf ortabl e.

MAJOR CORREI RO
Are you ok?
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She nods weakly.

MAJOR CORREI RO ( CONT' D)
Pl ease, sit down. |'mgoing to take a
| ook at you, take sonme samples. 1’|l try
to make this as easy as possible.

WOVAN
| understand. Mnd if | snoke?

The doctor glances at the no-snoking sign on the wall.

DOCTOR CORREI RO
Go ahead.

He | ooks down at his clipboard of procedures as she rummages
t hrough her purse. She finds her cigarettes, but not before
pressing a button on the side of a small transmtter.

EXT. Al RFI ELD

On the far side of the airfield, a beep in twel ve earpi eces
interrupts the silence.

MAN (O S.)
They bit. She's inside. Al units go.

At strategic places around the base, hidden hands nake ready,
boots begin running toward fences.

| NT. COMWAND CENTER - 15 M NUTES LATER
The doctor enters the operations room

DOCTCR
She's been raped all right, sir.
Ext ensi ve bruising all over her body and
senen in and around the genital area.
|'ve taken Pol aroids, four snmears and a
dozen hair sanples. You' ll have ny notes
in 30 mnutes.

He holds up a snmall sterile container and a buff envel ope.
COLONEL
Thanks, Doc. Just sign the pictures,
seal the slide sanples and you' re out of
her e.

He turns to the WAC Li eut enant.

( CONTI NUED)
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COLONEL ( CONT’ D)
K to call 911, Lieutenant. This one's a
civilian problem not ours.

As she turns to nake the call, all hell breaks |oose in the
Command Center. Alarns sound, lights flash. A RADI OMAN runs
up to the Col onel .

RADI OVAN
Sir - indication that the perimeter has
been conprom sed in sector 7.

COLONEL
Get ne the guardhouse, Corporal.

RADI QVAN
Yes sir.

EXT. QUARDHOUSE - CONTI NUQUS

A man in black is holding a pistol to one of the guards we
saw in the first scene, the tel ephone buzzi ng away
unanswered. Two other nmen in black are seen running up the
drive toward the conpl ex.

| NT. COMVAND CENTER - CONTI NUQUS
Anot her sol di er approaches the Colonel in a hurry.

SCLD ER
Sir! Surveillance caneras knocked out in
sectors 3 & 4. W're blind, sir.

Gately is visibly agitated.

COLONEL
That’s it. Sound the alarm Gentl enen,
we are under attack.

The nen start to nove in many directions at once. 1In the

m dst of the activity, the woman has come into the center of
the control room | ooking anything but the rape victim She
produces a Walther PPK pistol that she now holds to a radio
operator's cheek, his face ashen as the pressure of the

pi stol distorts his features.

HOLLI S
Qperation Saf eguard! Nobody nove!

In her other hand is the transmtter. She speaks into the
smal | m crophone on her jacket |apel.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S ( CONT' D)
The Command Center is secure, Colonel.
Conme on in.

At the incident board, a soldier reaches for his tel ephone,
but freezes as the woman starts yelling instructions.

HOLLI S ( CONT' D)
| wouldn’t try that, soldier. (She
repeats) Qperation Safeguard! This base
is conmprom sed. Under the rules of the
exercise, all in this roomare ny
prisoners.

At that, the soldier realizes it’s over and | owers his hand.
Suddenly, a band of four nmen in burglar black storminto the
roomw th autonatic weapons at the ready.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
| need the senior ops officer, now

COLONEL
That' s ne.

Gately, who by this time knows the play, wal ks toward her
with his hands in the air in nock arrest.

HOLLI S
K, get this out over the PA

She hands Gately a typewitten nmeno, which he accepts with a
m xture of dread and resignation. One of the nen in black
takes off his watch cap and wal ks over to Hollis. It is
COLONEL BOYD M TCHELL. He lets her finish the operation on
her own.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
And make sure you get the word to renote
units. Then |I need you to contact the
C.O and informhimthat Col onel Boyd
Mtchell will require a conference of al
heads of departnments in 30 mnutes in the
main briefing room

Gately takes the nmeno, skins it, and then hands it to his
radi o operator with a nod that says ‘go.’” The radi o operator
begi ns reading the prepared text into the m crophone.

RADI OVAN
Saf equard, Safeguard, Safeguard. Al
units stand down fromfirst degree of
r eadi ness. .

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  (2)

At various |locations around the base, |oudspeakers broadcast
t he announcenent. Soldiers return weapons to the arnory,
etc.

RADI OVAN (O S.) (CONT' D
Pl at oon comranders return weapons.
Security revert to normal state of
readi ness. Al departnents stand down
from exerci se stations.

Wthin mnutes, the “terrorist attack” is over.

I NT. OVAL OFFI CE - DAY

The President of the United States, PETE MARTIN, slans a
bound paper report on the desk.

PRESI DENT
Dam it, Frank! If we can't protect an
Arny base in the goddam state of Florida,
how can | tell the American people this
adm nistration is winning the war agai nst
terrorisn?

Hs Chief of Staff, FRANK HURLEY, takes the President’s
outburst in stride.

FRANK HURLEY
That’'s what they do, M. President. Red
Flag unit. 1It’s our guys sneaking up on

our guys: they know all the procedures,
all the tricks. No terrorist could ever
get away with that.

PRESI DENT
The Republicans are going to be all over
this like a cheap suit. It happened on

our watch, goddamm t.

The four nmen in the Oval Ofice are silent for a few noments.
The PRESS SECRETARY pi pes up, though a bit hesitantly.

PRESS SECRETARY
There’s another way to |look at it, M.
Presi dent .

PRESI DENT
What ?

PRESS SECRETARY

You could al so see it as proof how well
Red Flag unit does its job.

( CONTI NUED)
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PRESI DENT
G eat ..

PRESS SECRETARY
...and how much the Admnistration is
commtted to inproving security at our
donestic mlitary installations.

The President considers this for a nonent.

FRANK HURLEY
(cat chi ng on)
...and how nuch noney you can denand for
additional mlitary spending to hei ghten
donestic security and...

PRESI DENT
(cat chi ng on)
... how nmuch support we’ll get from
def ense contractors, unions, blah bl ah

bl ah.

The tension in the Ofice clears noticeably. The President
assunes his Presidential face - the one the canera sees for
the State of the Nation.

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
What | said all along. It is not enough
to secure the nation’s airports and
postal system W have to take a
searching | ook at every front, including
the fences in our own backyard. V¢ have
got to avoid the kind of crap that went
on under the last admnistration. That's
why Red Flag unit has responded to our
mandate - find holes in the net so we can
fix them

The room becones nore upbeat as the staff begins to see Pete
Martin back in the saddle.

FRANK HURLEY
Exactly what we told them M. President.

PRESS SECRETARY
Shoul d I schedul e a press conference, M.
Presi dent ?

PRESI DENT
Soon as possi bl e, before Henderson gets
hi s hands on this one.

He drops the bound report.



I NT. HART BU LDI NG OFFI CE - DAY

In his Hart Building office, Senator MASON HENDERSON i s
pi cking up a bound report - simlar to the one the President
j ust dropped.

HENDERSON
Sonebody explain to nme how t he Republican
National Conmmttee got possession of an
i nternal Adm nistration docunent ?

SENATOR S Al DE
(sarcastically)
Fell| off the back of the truck?

HENDERSON
(smling)
Fine. | don’'t need nanes. Just keep up
the good work. This is the kind of stuff
we need to stick it to Pete Martin.

One man in a dapper double breasted suit steps forward. It
i S Henderson’'s CAMPAI GN MANAGER, and he is snelling bl ood.

CAMPAI GN MANAGER
| can see it on TV now. “Three years of
Pete Martin and the state of Florida is
under siege.” W can run with that one
clear until Novenber.

HENDERSON
No. [It’s sonmething, but not much.
Martin is slicker than chicken shit on
[inoleum He'll spin right out of it and
we’' Il just |ook |ike nuck rakers.

Senat or ?

Henderson is asking for the opinion of the other US Senat or
in the office, Senator CLAY RAW.INGS a m ddl e aged Bl ack
conservati ve.

RAWLI NGS
Agreed. Qur canpaign needs to take the
hi gh road. Above corruption, above
scandal , and above petty canpaign tricks.

HENDERSON
(agreei ng)
Right. W need a lot nore dirt to go on
(to his Aide) Is our guy in the Wite
House reliabl e?

( CONTI NUED)
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SENATOR' S Al DE
Was.

HENDERSON
WAs?

SENATOR S Al DE
These things are getting very expensive
the higher the stakes get. And we can’'t
throw l egit canpaign funds for... well..
this kind of electoral research, sir.

Hender son cuts to the chase.

HENDERSON
What ki nd of noney are we tal king about ?

CAMPAI G\ VANAGER
The entire systemcould run into the
mllions, Senator. It has to be oiled...
t horoughly and frequently.

The nmen in the room see a side of Henderson they’'d rather not
have to | ook at often - the hard side.

HENDERSON
(t hunderi ng)
Gled? Gled? | want a reliable source

inside the Martin canpaign in every najor
state within two weeks. And whoever we
have in the goddam Wi te House needs to
start filing sone goddamreports on a
regul ar basis.

CAVPAI GN VANAGER

That kind of intelligence is going to
cost a |ot of noney, Senator.

HENDERSON
"1l give you oil..

Fromhis leather armchair, Cay Raw ings watches the master
at worKk.
I NT. TACTI CAL SECURI TY COWAND, CAMP LEJEUNE - DAY

Brigadier General CECIL HOFFER is reading Col onel Mtchell’s
report of the Canp Bl andi ng operati on.

HOFFER
Qutstanding Mtch... as always. The rape
victimbit... who cane up with that?

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL
The | ady herself. Lieutenant Hollis
Gannon, sir.

HOFFER
Son of a bhitch

Mtchell throws his hat on the desk and settles in a chair in
front of Hoffer's desk

M TCHELL
It's getting harder and harder to
penetrate fenced conpounds, as you know.
W' re forced to get pretty creative these
days. Frankly, we were running out of
i deas, until Lieutenant Gannon suggested
t he rape thing.

HOFFER
This report... the photographs. The
brui ses were real ...

M TCHELL
She's our hand-to-hand conbat instructor.
Brui ses come with the territory.

Hof f er | aughs.
HOFFER
What about the senen? You never woul d
have gotten past Hal Gately with fake
senen.

Now, Mtchell's smles.

M TCHELL
Sir, | only regret | have just a hundred
mllion little lives to give for ny
country.

HOFFER

You son of a bitch. Pity about Gately
t hough. He's a good man. Shoul d have
had her searched.

M TCHELL
He'll do better next tine.

HOFFER
There won’'t be a next tine. To save a
President’s face, a head has to roll.
That’s the game, huh Mtch?

( CONTI NUED)
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Mtchell is stunned that Gately just |ost his job.

HOFFER ( CONT' D)
Hey! Next tinme you pull this stunt, |et
me in on the ground floor. | have a
couple mllion lives to give nyself.

| NT. BEDRCOM - NI GHT
Boyd Mtchell and Hollis Gannon prove to be nore than
conpatriots. They have been naking | ove when M tchel

abruptly stops and rolls over.

HOLLI S
What’ s up, Col onel ?

Mtchell sits up on the bed. He doesn’t speak for a nonent,
t hen:

M TCHELL

You di d good yesterday...
HOLLI S

So did you.
M TCHELL

So did Col onel Gately.

HOLLI S
Mtch. ..

Mtchell gets up and wal ks to the wi ndow. He |ooks out.

M TCHELL
W' re supposedly on the same side. Now
we get a commendation, and Gately is
hi story.

HOLLI S
It’s part of the deal. |If we can't go
for it every tine we test security, than
how can we make sure our bases are really
secure?

M TCHELL
He did exactly what | woul d have done.

I NT. OVAL CFFI CE - LATE NI GHT

The President is pacing. The door opens and Frank Hurl ey
wal ks in.

( CONTI NUED)
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13.

FRANK HURLEY
It’s late, M. President.
PRESI DENT
Let’s just hope it’s not too |late.
FRANK HURLEY
| don't...
PRESI DENT

Look, Frank. You and I both know the
score. The polls suck. And if I’ mout
of a job next January, so are you.

FRANK HURLEY
So we're going to pull an all nighter...

The President lights a cigarette. Frank stifles a yawn.

PRESI DENT
You know sonething... |If the American
peopl e saw nme snoking this cigarette, I'd

drop 10 points in a fucking mllisecond,
you know t hat ?

FRANK HURLEY
And your point is...

PRESI DENT
What they see is what counts. Wat they
don't see doesn’t nean jack.

FRANK HURLEY
Tell me you re not going to quit snoking.

PRESI DENT
This Red Flag thing is perfect, but it
needs nore punch. | need to knock off a
much bigger prize than a crumy little
Arny base in Florida. |If Red Flag does
its job, we conme in big against
terrorism Denocrats can’t fault us for
that, and the Republicans just |ost the
fattest plank in the platform

FRANK HURLEY
K. First thing in the norning. (to
hinmself) It is first thing in the
nor ni ng. . .

PRESI DENT
Thanks Frank.

( CONTI NUED)



14,
CONTI NUED:  (2)

FRANK HURLEY
Good ni ght .

Frank is al nost out the door.

PRESI DENT
Uh Frank... we already picked on the
Arny. Wiat’'s next?

FRANK HURLEY
(reciting fromthe TV
commerci al )
Arny... Navy... Ar Force... Marines...
Uh, Navy, M. President.

PRESI DENT
Navy. Make it so.

FRANK HURLEY

(dul l'y)
Navy.

He shuts the door behind him

| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CES - MORNI NG

A busy norning in the core of the executive office building.
Sel f-inportant yuppie staffers - one of the hall marks of the
Martin admnistration - flitter around with briefs and stacks
of Xerox copi es.

In an office cubicle, one young man is playing with pencils
when the phone rings. He listens to the brief orders com ng
t hrough the |ine.

BRAD COX
Yessir. The Navy sir, | absolutely
understand. (pause) That's the one with
the boats, yes, | know (pause) k.

Leave it to ne.

He starts to wite sonething dow on a post-it. H's penci
br eaks.

BRAD COX (CONT' D)
uh, just a sec.

He grabs the other pencil.

( CONTI NUED)



15.
CONTI NUED:

BRAD COX (CONT' D)
... Ok. Shoot. (he wites) GCot it.
Sonething big. Yessir. [1'Il tell them
Count on it, sir.

Puffed up by his first significant assignnent since com ng
aboard, Brad Cox dials the nunber.

INT. CLUB - NI GHT

An excl usive | eather and mahogany cl ub inside the Beltway.

Mason Henderson wal ks in, nodding to the maitre d like a
regular, and goes to a table in the corner. He sits down
across froman old acquaintance. It is Brigadier Ceneral
Hof f er .

HENDERSON

Good to see you, Cec. Sorry |I'mlate.

He extends a hand across the small round table. A waiter is
i mredi ately there and the Senator nods as if to say “bring ne
the regular.”

HOFFER
Conmes with the territory, huh Senator?
HENDERSON
You' re | ooking well.
HOFFER
How | ong has it been?
HENDERSON
A long way from Saigon, I'Il tell you
that. How s Stephanie?
HOFFER
She’'s fine. Happily married. So | hear.
HENDERSON
Sorry, Cec.

Hof fer takes a long sip fromhis rocks gl ass.

HOFFER
What’ s on your m nd, Senator?

HENDERSON
Just wanted to check in. See how the
Arny is treating you. See if there’'s
anything | can do...

( CONTI NUED)
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HOFFER
You can do? Don't you want to know what
| can do for you?

HENDERSON
Now, c’non, Cec...

HOFFER
Skip it, Senator. Skip the part about
everything you did for ne, saved ny life,
saved ny reputation, got ne ny stars...
What is on your m nd.

Hender son doesn’t fli nch.

HENDERSON
Tell nme about Red Fl ag.
HOFFER
(smling)

Ahhh. Red Flag. Sonething your staffers
couldn’t crack huh? You want to know
what Red Fl ag does?

HENDERSON
| know what the hell Red Flag does. Wo
do you think put you in charge of the
goddam uni t .

HOFFER
(defl at ed)
O course. | should have known.
HENDERSON

Fact is, you' re doing a better job than I
t hought you woul d. The Canp Bl andi ng
operation was beautiful. This Hollis
Gannon is quite the fireball. And your
team | eader - what’'s his name?

Hoffer can’'t hide a hint of pride at his job well done.

HOFFER
Col onel Boyd Mtchell.

HENDERSON
Trenendous. Good work, Cec. The weaker
our mlitary bases | ook, the weaker this
fucker Martin | ooks on terrorism Wat’'s
next ?

HOFFER
Next ?

( CONTI NUED)
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HENDERSON
The next operation. Wuat is Red Flag up
to next?
Hof f er | aughs.
HOFFER
It’s a joke.
HENDERSON
What ?
HOFFER
No, | got a call fromthis asshole in the
Wiite House. Says the President has a
wild hair up his ass about security at
mlitary sites...
HENDERSON
(i nterrupting)
He ought to...
HOFFER

..and how he wants to nake a big
statenment to nmake Congress take noti ce.

“What kind of statenment,” | ask.
HENDERSON
And?
HOFFER
“I don’t know, rob the Enterprise,” he
says.
Hof fer | aughs out loud. Henderson joins him but still in
control.
HENDERSON

The air craft carrier!?

HOFFER
Only one | know. Unless he was talking
about the star ship.

Henderson i s intrigued.

HENDERSON
So what are you going to do?

HOFFER
Ch, we'll come up with sonething, maybe
take on the soft underbelly of the Air
For ce.

( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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HOFFER ( CONT' D)
But the Enterprise is out of the
guestion. For one thing, she's too easy a
hit. Wen strike carriers are al ongside
the wall about to go operational, they' re
notoriously easy targets for
infiltration

Henderson is still intrigued.

HENDERSON
| s she worth robbi ng?

HOFFER
You ki dding? The Big E, |oaded for bear
on the eve of float, has mllions. US
dollars, foreign currency... Wth a good
team you could get over the side wth,
conservatively, 10, 15 ml| in cash.

HENDERSON
Wiy all that cash?

HOFFER
Provisioning in foreign ports, noney for
crew on shore leave... 5 thousand guys
in 30 ports of call. |If you think about

it, it’s really not that nmuch for a snal
city floating around the world for six

mont hs.

HENDERSON
Do it.

HOFFER
VWha. .. ?

HENDERSON

| want you to rob the Enterprise, just
i ke you were ordered.

HOFFER
They coul dn’t have been serious...

HENDERSON
Do it, Cec. You ve owed me one Since
Viet Nam Just follow orders fromthe
Commander in Chief. That's all |'m
aski ng you to do.

Their conversation conti nues, Hoffer worried and Hender son
calmng. But it sounds different, anplified.

( CONTI NUED)
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As we pull away fromthe corner table, the tinny conversation
seens to be comng fromthe earpiece of a tall, well dressed
bl ack man, RI CHARD LUCAS, seated across from an el egant BLACK
WOVAN. They are at a table 50 feet away. He is transfixed,
but not on her.

BLACK WOVAN
Hel | 0? Have you heard a thing |’ve said?

He recovers quickly.

LUCAS
Every word.

I NT. GYMNASI UM FORT MEAD - DAY

Maj or Hol l'is Gannon in uniform- canouflage pants and t-shirt
- is conducting a hand-to-hand conbat class with sone
recruits. Hollis stands face to face with a 19 year old
recruit literally twice her size on a mat in the center of
the gym About 40 other recruits, 75% nmale, are circled
around, watching.

HOLLI S
So is that what you' re going to tell the
eneny?

RECRUI T
Ma' anf?

HOLLI S

When you cone across the eneny in a hand-
t o-hand situation..

RECRU T

HOLLI S
...you' re going to say, “I don't hit
wonen?”

The recruit stands dunbly, unable to devel op the proper
response.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
Vell, | have news for you. There are
wonen in the arned forces of the world.
O haven’t you noticed?

RECRU T
Yes, nma’ am

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
(correcting him
Yes, Major. And sone of them nmay attack
you first.

Wth that, she delivers a flurry of blows and a nmartial arts
throw that | eaves the recruit on the mat. Sone of the
onl ookers twitter nervously. The women drink it up.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
On your feet.

He gets up. Beyond the circle of recruits, Boyd Mtchell has
entered the gym He watches, but Hollis doesn’t notice him

HOLLI S (CONT’ D)
Ready?

He nods. This tinme he tries to defend hinsel f sonewhat, but
w nds up back on the mat in about 2 seconds.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
On your feet.

This time, as he is getting up, the recruit rushes at Hollis
in an attenpt to knock her down. She easily turns his attack
into an attack of her own, and he winds up on the mat. Now
the male recruits are rather quiet while the female recruits
are openly | aughing.

Hol | i s addresses the group, seemngly uninterested in the
recruit who slowy gets up off the mat behind her.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
Hand-to-hand conbat is a skill. It is
| ear nabl e by anyone. Enpl oyed
proficiently, it levels the field. Size
no longer matters. Neither does sex.

She turns and |l ends a hand to the big guy on the nat.
HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
D sm ssed.
EXT. SI DEWALK, FORT MEAD - DAY
Hollis, a white towel draped around her neck, is wal king side
by side with Mtchell. Around them snall drill teans work
t he boot canp sol diers.

M TCHELL
Rem nd nme not to piss you off at dinner

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
There’s a good tine to piss nme off?
M TCHELL
But | still don't think it’s fair. | got

all the way through boot canp w thout
having to smack a girl.

HOLLI S
The heart and soul of Red Flag unit
conpl ai ning about fair? Wat is the
world comng to..

M TCHELL
The | at est ?

HOLLI S
Yeah?

He stops her beneath a | arge oak and | ooks around to make
sure they are beyond anyone’s earshot.

M TCHELL
They want us to rob an aircraft carrier.

She waits a nmonent for himto start |aughing at his own joke.
He doesn’t.

HOLLI S
What, and steal a couple of Harriers?
M TCHELL
Money. There’'s $15 nillion in cash in
the safe... for shore |eave,
provisioning... The President wants to

make a statenment about weak perineters
and Red Flag is the speech witer.

HOLLI S
You' re seri ous.
M TCHELL
Serious as cancer. | neet with Hoffer at

1400 tonorrow. The Enterprise is
readying for float at San D ego next

Thursday and we’ || be aboard.
HOLLI S
(still unbelieving)

The Enterprise.

M TCHELL
“The Big E.”

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
It’s not even a challenge. | could walk
a Little League team on board on the day
of afloat. It's not fair.

Mtchell starts them wal ki ng agai n.

M TCHELL
Now who' s tal king about fair. Besides,
the hard part isn't getting aboard. It’'s
getting off with $15 mllion in currency.
That’s a wad of cash

HOLLI S
CGot a plan, Col onel ?

M TCHELL
| was hoping to talk to you about that
over dinner, Major.

HOLLI S
K, but don't piss nme off.

EXT. NAVY WHARF - DAY
TI TLE: MARCH 6

The activity on the wharf beside the huge ship is dizzying.
Cranes swi nging huge pallets of provisions fromthe wharf to
the deck of the aircraft carrier Enterprise. Four gangways
are buzzing with human traffic up and down, like ants
crawling on and off the ship fromstemto stern

I NT. BRI DGE OF THE ENTERPRI SE

On the bridge, CAPTAIN SEAN BENYQN, United States Navy, with
a mllion things on his mnd, is handed sonething el se to

t hi nk about, by his yeoman. He tries to brush it back to the
Yeoman who insists.

YEQOVAN
It’s a priority nessage, sir.

He takes the nessage and reads it.

CAPTAI N BENYON
Red Flag. Wio is Red Fl ag?

BRI DGE OFFI CER 1

Red Flag. Arny unit deployed to test
mlitary installation perineters, sir.

( CONTI NUED)
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CAPTAI N BENYON
It’s a goddam Taceval ?! A tactica
eval uation on the eve of float?

He passes the notes to Oficer 1 with a gesture to read it
al oud.

BRI DGE OFFI CER 1

The ship will "stand to" under threat of
attack fromunfriendlies operating in the
ar ea.

The nmessage is nmet with groans fromevery man on the bridge.

BRI DGE OFFI CER 2
Sir, if we slow down the line, we'll
never nmake the m dnight tide.

CAPTAI N BENYON
| have no intention of mssing the tide,
mster. Pass the word, Enterprise goes
to condition Bikini Red effective
imredi ately. Get the XO up here, tel
himl want the marines to set up
checkpoints at all dockyard access roads
wthin a perineter of half a mle.

Men start noving in various directions.

BRI DGE OFFI CER 1
Don't worry captain, nobody is getting
i nsi de the Lady tonight.

EXT. ANOTHER PART OF THE WHARF - CONTI NUQUS

The shore patrol - two PETTY OFFI CERS fromthe | ocal provost
marshal's office - arrive at the forward browwth a

di sheveled man in uniform He is very drunk, quiet, and
handcuffed to one of the Petty Oficers They salute the
quarterdeck then salute the Oficer of the Deck (QOCD).

oD
Sorry gentlenen, | need to see sone |D.
W' re under a Taceval .

As they are pulling out their official ID s.
PETTY OFFI CER

On the eve of float?! Wat a pain in the
ass.

( CONTI NUED)
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oob
Tell ne about it.

He seens satisfied with the Petty Oficers and their ID. He
notions to the drunk they are escorting.

OCD (CONT' D)
What about hi n?

PETTY OFFI CER
(TO COD)
One of yours sir. Thought we'd bring him
in before he mssed the ship.

00D)
| D?

PETTY OFFI CER
If he still had a wallet, it’d be enpty
by now.

PETTY OFFI CER 2 prods of the sailor, who has doubl ed over as
t hey stand there.

PETTY OFFI CER 2
Strai ghten up, sailor.

The Drunken Sail or does straighten up, but pukes as he does,
nailing the shoes of Petty O ficer 2.

PETTY OFFI CER 2 ( CONT’ D)
Ch, for Chrissake...

He grabs the Drunken Sailor roughly and starts hi m back
toward the wharf.

PETTY OFFI CER 2 ( CONT' D)
This son of a bitch is m ne.

The OCD stops them

00D
Hey guys, no reason to nmake himm ss ship
for a bad hangover. The last thing I
need is a short crew on fl oat.

Petty Oficer 2 pauses.

OOD (CONT' D)
(getting sonewhere)
| got two tickets to Sunday’s Padres’
gane - can’t use ‘em anyway.

( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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OCD (CONT' D)
Way don’t you just deliver himto the
brig on board.

The Petty Oficers | ook at each other, then back at the QOOD.

PETTY OFFI CER
Got emw th you, sir?

The OCD reaches in his wallet and pulls out the tickets.

00D
Ri ght here.

PETTY OFFI CER
Deal .

PETTY OFFI CER 2
(to the Drunken Sail or)
And you owe ne a fucking shoe shine.

oD
(relieved)
Thanks, guys. Back aft on six deck, port

si de.

The two Petty Oficers and the Drunken Sail or di sappear into
the ship. Three Red Flag operatives have nmade it aboard the
Ent erpri se.

EXT. WHARF - MOMENTS LATER

A shiny red late nodel pick up truck has pulled up to a brow
am dshi ps, blasting rock nusic. Qut gets a CVILI AN MAN and
NAVY WOVAN wearing fatigues. Once the man has swung her bag
out of the truck bed, the two start kissing and fondling.
This attracts the attention of |leering sentries and sailers
on the rail of the ship watching the show and whistling cat
calls.

The | overs ignore the cat calls until a voice boons down from
t he ship, above the brow area. It's the drunk who had puked
nonents earlier, but now | ooking nuch refreshed, a conplete
makeover.

DRUNKEN SAI LOR
Hey d ancy!

The Navy Wman turns and | ooks up. It is Hollis Gannon.
DRUNK SAI LOR

You're due on the flight deck in five
m nutes. Better get your ass up here.

( CONTI NUED)
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One final grope and she grabs her bag and hurries up the
gangway, past the applauding sentries. Red Flag nmenber four
i s now aboard.

EXT. WHARF - MOMENTS LATER

Boyd Mtchell, wearing the uniformof a Navy chapl ain and
tiny round spectacles, arrives in a cab on the jetty. The
DRI VER unl oads several cartons and drives away. Mtch | ooks
uncharacteristically helpless - a nmeek man with too nuch to
carry.

A Navy SWABBI E cone to the rescue.

SWABBI E
Need a hand sir?
M TCHELL
Yes, if you dont mnd. |’mthe new

Catholic chaplain. First time at sea..
|"ma bit nervous.

SWABBI E
No sweat, Chaplain. |It’s just a big boat
on a big | ake.
He lifts one of the boxes and finds it very heavy.

SWABBI E ( CONT’ D)

Jeez... Wiatcha got in here, rocks?
M TCHELL
Bi bl es. For the nen.
SWABBI E
(1 aughi ng)
It really is your first tinme at sea.

Bi bl es.
The Swabbi e whi stles a buddy over and the two help Mtchel

with his “bibles” up the gangway and aboard the ship. Five
Red Fl ags aboard.

EXT. WHARF - DUSK

Mont age of a shots of the great ship getting underway.
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I NT. BRI DGE OF THE ENTERPRI SE

The bridge has regained nmuch of its routine fromthe tension
of the first notice of the TACEVAL. An Oficer approaches
Caption Benyon.

COFFI CER
Captain. No reports of attenpts to
penetrate by unfriendlies, sir. W're
ready to go!

A small sigh of relief on the bridge and a smattering of
appl ause.

CAPTAI N BENYON
Very good, Mster Gorman. Slip and
proceed. Maintain the sentry boats
rigged for saboteur attack till we're
wel | away.

The bridge quiets down.

CAPTAI N BENYON ( CONT’ D)
Just in case.

I NT. SHI PSS PASSAGEVWAY

Mtchell, his arns full with a box, is follow ng the Swabbi e
bel ow decks. They pass Hollis who seens to be on sone

of ficial business at the other end of the ship. The Swabbie
takes notice of Hollis’ formin her deck suit. Mtchell does
not .

EXT. SAN DI EGO HARBOUR - N GHT

The Enterprise loses its tugs and heads for open ocean.

| NT. ENTERPRI SE BELOW DECKS

Once the ship is underway, the captain addresses the crew
t hough the public address system

CAPTAI N BENYON (O. S.)
This is the Captain speaking. Cew
nmenbers of the United States Ship
Enterprise. If you didn't get the word,
the Fighting Gay Lady was tested,

t oni ght .
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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CAPTAI N BENYON (Q S.) (CONT' D)
In the mdst of your outstanding efforts
to neet our operational requirenent, we
were advised to expect a tacti cal
eval uation of the ship's perineter
security. | ampleased to say we
prevented any infiltration and sailed on
time. Way to go Enterprise.

I NT. SH P S HEAD

Even while the Captain’s word is spread around the ship, the
Red Fl ag team nenber who pl ayed the Drunken Sailor is w ping
t he stainl ess above a row of sinks.

| NT. CREW S QUARTERS

The two other Red Flag team nenbers play cards across a
table. They have lost their outer shirts and now appear to

be ordinary seanen in t-shirts.

RED FLAGCGER 2
Way to go, Enterprise.

RED FLAGGER 3
G n.

He t hrows down his cards.

EXT. FLIGHT DECK - LATER
From a PA speaker on deck. .
VA CE (O C.)
Now hear this...hands to flying
stations...flight deck prepare to receive
si xt een heavi es.

Men start running in various directions.

I NT. CREW S QUARTERS - CONTI NUQUS

The Red Fl ag team nenbers nonchal antly put away their cards
and | eave the quarters.

INT. SH PS HEAD - CONTI NUOQUS

The third Red Fl ag team nenber tosses his rag in bucket and
| eaves the head.



29.

| NT. CATHOLI C CHAPEL, FOUR DECK - N GHT

In the Catholic chapel, Mtchell, still dressed as a Navy
Chapl ain has enptied his boxes of ‘bibles.” El ectronic

equi pment, heavy duty underwater salvage bags. He has a
smal|l mallet and punch and is tapping the side of a netal
device. The door opens and the three nmen fromhis team
enter. Mtchell |ooks at the mark he has made on the device
bef ore | ooki ng up.

M TCHELL
Little late for confession, isn't it?

RED FLAGGER 1
(Who pl ayed the part of the
Drunk Sail or)
In Catholic School they taught us it was
never too late...

M TCHELL
K. Any probl ens?

RED FLAGGER 3
Cool breeze, Col onel.

M TCHELL
Hol li s shoul d be Downtown by now. Let’s
do it.

The four | eave the chapel.

I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE PURSER S OFFI CE - N GHT
The four nen, Mtchell in the | ead, make their way down the
deserted passageway to the door to the PURSER S offi ce.

Mtchell half expects to find it |ocked, but it opens easily,
as if automatic.

I NT. PURSER S OFFI CE - CONTI NUOUS
The “power” behind the opening door is Hollis Gannon, who had
been waiting inside and who opened the door for them She is

al | busi ness.

HOLLI S
The F-18's should arrive in 15 m nutes.

She checks her watch.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
That gives us... 12 mnutes before it
gets loud upstairs and we can nmake sone
noi se. Anybody got a deck of cards.

Mtchell pulls a key ring out of his pocket.

M TCHELL
Way wai t ?

He jingles the keys and goes to the door of the safe.

easi |y opens the door.
M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
The beauty of robbing your own side is
that they give you the keys.

RED FLAGCGER 2
This is too easy.

They enter the safe.

| NT. SAFE

30.

He

The room | ooks |ike a safe deposit box roomw th signs for
each brand of currency - fromFrench francs to Canbodi an

riels.

RED FLAGGER 3
Jesus not her of Cod.

M TCHELL
Renmenber everybody, we’'re working for the
gover nnent .

There is a runble |ike thunder and an al nost expl osive sound

com ng fromabove. They gl ance upwards.

HOLLI S
Ahead of schedul e.

M TCHELL
Let’s nove.

They spring into action.

EXT. FLI GHT DECK - N GHT

The awesone ballet of a carrier flight deck receiving fighter
jets - nmade even nore dramatic by the fact that’s it’s a

ni ght operati on.
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I NT. PURSER S OFFI CE - LATER

The teamis draggi ng a nunber of |arge bags out of the safe.
They are heavy.

RED FLAGGER 2
What ever happened to the cashl ess
soci ety.

They get the bags to the door to the passageway and then

stop. Mtchell, who is dressed as an ordi nary seaman now,
peeks out the door and then shuts it. They have a bit to
wai t .

HOLLI S

So one question, Col onel..
M TCHELL

Yes?
HOLLI S

If the Wiite House coul d arrange the keys
to the safe to make our job easier, why
woul d they order a Taceval right when

t hey knew we were trying to get on board?

M TCHELL
Who said they did?

HOLLI S
(under st andi ng)
You didn’t.

M TCHELL
(smling)
Drop a dinme on nyself? If we're going to
try to enbarrass these guys, they should
at |least be given a fighting a chance.
Anot her thunp and roar from above. Hollis checks her watch.

HOLLI S
That’'s the | ast one.

| NT. PASSAGEVWAY - CONTI NUQUS

From PA speakers throughout the ship, the officer’s voice
announces the conpletion of the flight operation.

( CONTI NUED)
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VA CE
Now hear this: recovery conplete. Stand
down fromflying stations. The snoking
lamp is lit. Trash may now be ditched.
That is all.

The door to the purser’s office opens and the five Red Fl ag
t eam nmenbers energe, dragging their bags.

| NT. ANOTHER PASSAGEWAY

There is a noticeable increase in traffic down bel ow now t hat
flight deck operations have ceased, but the teamattracts no
attention with their bags full of trash.

They cone to the end of the passageway, to the hatch that
| eads out to the cable deck, back aft of the ship.

| NT. CABLE DECK

The partially open deck, where the huge hawsers and chai ns
that the ship uses to dock or anchor, is al so where garbage
is launched down chutes into the sea. The Red Flag team
carry their bags in, one after another. They catch their
breath as one of the Red Flag team nenbers reenters the
passageway to stand guard.

M TCHELL
(to Hollis)
Ti me?

Hollis nods her head in the affirmati ve.

M TCHELL ( CONT' D)
Turn ‘em on.

One of the nmen helps Mtchell switch on electronic devices in
each of the ten bags. The other man and Hollis strip from
their Navy uniforns to reveal wet suits underneath. They
stuff their clothes in one of the bags with the cash.

RED FLAGGER 2
Uh, Col onel ..

Mtchell turns to the man with the device in his hand.

RED FLAGGER 2 ( CONT' D)
This one won’t go.

M TCHELL
Shit.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mtchell hurries over and tries to switch the initiator on.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
(to Holl'is)
| thought you checked themall out at the
shop.

HOLLI S
(annoyed)
O course | did.

M TCHELL
Vell it isn't working now.

RED FLAGGER 2
(i ndi cating the bag)
W | eave this one behind?

M TCHELL
(shakes hi s head)
They' || be on us as soon as they find it.

He only gives it a few seconds before swinging into action.
He rips open the sea bag attached to the faulty initiator.

M TCHELL ( QONT' D)
Open the ot her bags!

The team opens the other bags as Mtchell begins to pul
noney fromthe unusabl e one. The team grabs the cash that
Mtchell pulls out as fast as they can and stuffs it in the
other bags. A fair bit of noney flies around the w ndy deck
and nmust be chased down.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Gab it! C non people...

The man who went back into the passageway opens the hatch and
calls out.

RED FLAGGER 1
Uh, Col onel ? W got conpany.

He hurries onto the cabl e deck and shuts the hatch. M tchel
sees that Hollis and one of the nen are down to their wet
suits.

M TCHELL
Shit! Gannon and Stags, out you go!

HOLLI S
W need to stick together...

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL
Now  (o!

Hol lis and Red Fl agger 3 grab their swimmng f
t hensel ves into the chute and et go. Mtche
of the bags.

ns, pull
S

i
| secures one

M TCHELL ( QONT' D)
Slide them over here.

RED FLAGGER 1
Al right, but if you ask me, we’'re
t hrow ng away our noney.

The heave a few if the heavy bags to the chute opening.

EXT. HULL OF THE ENTERPRI SE - CONTI NUQUS
From an opening in the side of the huge ship, one of the Red
Fl ag Team shoots out, holding her body in a pike position as
she torpedoes into the open ocean.
I NT. HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS
A SEAVAN WTH TRASH i s wal king aft down the passageway with a
bag of trash.
| NT. CABLE DECK - CONTI NUOUS
Red Flaggers 1 and 2 are quickly shedding their Navy cl ot hes.
M TCHELL
(hushed)
Go, go, go...
They stuff their Navy clothes into the | ast open bag and
clinb into the chute.
| NT. PASSACEVAY - CONTI NUOUS
The Seaman with the trash is at the hatch to the cabl e deck
He opens it.
| NT. CABLE DECK - CONTI NUOUS

As the Seaman opens the hatch, only Mtchell remains on the
Cabl e Deck, having just that instant seal ed the |ast bag.

( CONTI NUED)
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The Seanman slides his bag over to where Mtchell stands.
There are trash bags all over the deck.

SEAVAN W TH TRASH
Lemme give you a hand.

M TCHELL
Thanks.

The Seaman hel ps Mtchell slide the heavy bags to the chute.

SEAVAN W TH TRASH
Man, this ship generates a |lot of shit.

Mtchell smles nervously, noticing a few stray bills
spinning around in an eddy on the deck. He points to the
ot her side of the cable deck

M TCHELL
Hand ne that one, will you.

As the Seaman reaches over, Mtchell steps on one of the
bills.

SEAVAN W TH TRASH
Here you go.

M TCHELL
"1l get the rest.

SEAVAN W TH TRASH
Al right.

The Seaman starts to go. Then he sees a bill on the ground
and stoops to pick it up. Mtchell tenses up.

SEAVAN W TH TRASH ( CONT’ D)
Whoa! A hundred bucks.

M TCHELL
Hey! That’'s m ne.

SEAVMAN W TH TRASH
s it?

M TCHELL
Just kidding. You found it.

SEAVAN W TH TRASH
Ch yeah. W lucky day.

He goes. Mtchell sighs in relief.

( CONTI NUED)
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M tchell heaves the remaining bags into the chute, grabs his
fins frombehind a coil of line, then pulls hinself into the
chute. He glances one nore tine around the deck for anything
| eft behind and sees another bill. He reaches over, grabs
the bill, and pushes it up his wetsuit sleeve. Then he pulls
t he chute door closed as he lets hinself go.

| NT. TRASH CHUTE

The ride down the stainless steel chute is short and bunpy.

EXT. HULL OF THE ENTERPRI SE

And then Mtchell is launched into thin air, falling 30 feet
into the choppy water bel ow

EXT. OCEAN UNDERWATER

Mtchell hits the water and goes under a good ten feet. He
sees two of the trash bags full of cash slowy sinking bel ow
him He does not try to stop them from sinking.

EXT. OCEAN SURFACE

Mtchell surfaces and | ooks around him The huge Enterprise,
the size of a civic center, is steamng away fromhim He
starts swnmng slowy in the other direction, into the inky
ni ght .

EXT. ANOTHER AREA OF THE OCEAN

A fishing trawler is setting net under its powerful flood
lights. 1In the distance, the Enterprise can be seen steam ng
away.

EXT. TRAW.ER DECK

The men on deck are performng their fishing functions,
pretending to be oblivious to the four people in the water on
the port side, away fromthe view of the air craft carrier.
The four Red Flag team nenbers pull thensel ves aboard, being
careful not to appear on the starboard side of the traw er.
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I NT. TRAWL.ER WHEELHOUSE

Four dripping Red Flag team nenbers enter the fishing
trawl er’ s wheel house. They are greeted by the TRAWLER
CAPTAIN, who is clearly nore than a fisherman.

TRAW.LER CAPTAI N
Wl cone aboard. Everything go well?

HOLLI S
(out of breath)
One nore in the water. 5 m nutes behi nd
us.

The Trawl er Captain turns to shout to his fishermen on deck
TRAW.LER CAPTAI N
Comng left 90 degrees. Watch your
l'i nes.
EXT. TRAWLER
The boats turns in the water toward the retreating aircraft
carrier.
EXT. TRAWLER DECK

A fisherman points fromthe bow wth a powerful search |ight.

FI SHERVAN
Capt ai n!

In the chop directly in front of themis Boyd Mtchell,
swW nmm ng steadily towards them

I NT. BRIDGE OF THE ENTERPRI SE - NEXT MORNI NG
Capt ai n Benyon cannot believe what he's hearing fromhis XO

CAPTAI N BENYON
Robbed! ?

EXECUTI VE OFFI CER
Yes, Captain. The paynmaster is doing an
audit but we m ght be out over 10
mllion.

CAPTAI N BENYON
| guess they got through, after all.

( CONTI NUED)
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EXECUTI VE OFFI CER
Looks like it, Captain.

CAPTAI N BENYON
Al right, put together a small group who
can keep their nouths shut and search the
ship. That noney didn't just go over the
side. And get ne Admral Baker at Pearl.

EXECUTI VE COFFI CER
Yes sir.

He starts to go.

CAPTAI N BENYON
Bill. Keep atight lid on this. Just
you, me and the paynaster.

EXECUTI VE COFFI CER
Yes sir.

I NT. TRAWLER BELOW DECKS

Coffee is being served in tin cups in the traw er’s sal oon
Mtchell and the group are seated or standing around the
table. The Trawler Captain is there.

M TCHELL
Everybody sl eep wel | ?

RED FLAGGER 1
Li ke a baby.

M TCHELL
Wiere’'s Enterprise?

HOLLI S
320 nautical mles south west and
openi ng.

M TCHELL
Geat. Let’s go fishing.

| NT. TRAWLER WHEELHOUSE
The Trawl er Captain is maneuvering the boat to a position on

his instrunents. He checks the GPS and is satisfied. He
sl ows, then stops the engines.
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EXT. TRAW.ER DECK

The trawler is rocking in the norning sun. Mtchell has
opened a suitcase with a transmtter device inside. He hands
a cylindrical device to Red Flagger 2 who lowers it into the
water by its connecting | ead.

The Trawl er Captain cones aft to where they are working.

M t chel |

TRAW.LER CAPTAI N
So what’'s the theory here?

RED FLAGGER 2
M/ “theory” is that sonebody threw out
$15 mllion bucks by m stake, and by
i nternational salvage law, finders
keepers, right boss?

M TCHELL

(ignoring hin
It’s a standard drug snuggling technique.
They air-drop the goods froma | ow
altitude just offshore. The bags sink to
the bottom and the plane | ands clean as a
whistle. Later, a small fishing boat
cones out and picks themup when the
coast is clear.

RED FLAGCGER 2
So to speak

Is typing a few commands into the | aptop

M TCHELL
The technology is pretty basic. I nsi de
the water-tight sea bags are conpressed
air cylinders. W transmt a pre-set
frequency. ..

He presses a series of keystrokes.

M TCHELL ( CONT’ D)
...Which triggers the initiators to open
the cylinders, the bags fill with air
and. .

RED FLAGCGER 2
...cone to noma.

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL
...they rise to the surface. They also
start emtting a low | evel |ocator beacon
which we will see on radar... in about...

Not hing is on the screen.

M TCHELL ( CONT’ D)
...10 seconds...

Hollis comes in closer to take a | ook. There’s not hing.
Wth a head notion, Mtchell sends the others to | ook for
floating bags fromthe deck. He repeats the keystrokes and
stares at the blank screen. He |ooks out at the flat ocean.
Not hi ng.

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE HALLWAY - DAY
TI TLE: MARCH 16

Brad Cox — the staffer who was instructed to contact Hoffer
and arrange for “something big” in regards to a Red Fl ag
operation against our own Navy — is floating on air as he
struts along the hall. He passes a couple of fenal e STAFFERS
by the water cool er.

BRAD COX
Hey, Vanessa. H {doria.

They are obviously not inpressed with him

VANESSA
Good norning, Brad. Canaries for
br eakfast this norning?

BRAD COX
Call ed upstairs to neet the big guy..

AR A
The Presi dent ?!

BRAD COX
Mist be a commendation for a project |
was wor ki ng on.

VANESSA
(condescendi ng)
That you were working on? Like what?

BRAD COX

G assified, babe. [It’Il probably break
on CNN in a couple of days. See ya.
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He floats on down the hall.

| NT. OVAL OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

In the oval office, a very tense neeting is taking place.
The President sits inpassively behind his desk. At various
places in the office are Frank Hurley, Secretary of the Navy
Dallas Alns and the Arny General Cecil Hoffer

FRANK HURLEY
M. Secretary, the President would sinply
like to know what the hell is going on.

The Secretary of the Navy chooses to speak to the President, and
not to Frank Hurley, who asked the question of him

DALLAS ALMS
As |’msure you re aware, M. President,
we take internal security very
seriously...

HOFFER
Not seriously enough, it seens...

DALLAS ALMS
(ignoring the interruption)
...but while I take personal
responsibility for the |lax perineter
security under a Tactical Evaluation
operation, | nust protest the idea of
robbi ng the safe..

FRANK HURLEY
That's not the i ssue here...

DALLAS ALMS

(losing his cool)
| mean, for Chrissake, couldn’t you have
grabbed the ship’s mascot or sonethi ng?!

This | ast has been directed at Hoffer, the man in charge of
Red Flag unit.

HOFFER
It wasn’t ny idea.
DALLAS ALMS
Your | oose cannon operative... Wiat’'s his

namne. ..
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HOFFER
| f your people knew who was al |l owed on
board a goddam aircraft carrier..

DALLAS ALNS
Mtchell! Colonel Mtchell. Jesus, Cec,
did he have to rob the safe?!

Hof fer turns to the Chief of Staff.

HOFFER

| dea came fromone of your Wite House
weenies, didn't it Frank?

There is a thick silence. The President |ooks at Frank, who
doesn’t answer right away. A door to the office opens and an
ai de catches Frank’s eye. Frank nods and the aide lets a
young man into the office. It is Brad Cox.

FRANK HURLEY
M. President, you renenber Brad Cox.
Been with us since New Hanpshire. It was
Brad who was assigned to | et Ceneral
Hof f er know about our concerns for Navy
perimeter security.

BRAD COX
M . President.

The President clearly has no recollection of Brad Cox from
New Hanpshire or anywhere el se. Frank Hurley questions him

FRANK HURLEY
Precisely, M. Cox, what instructions did
you relay to General Hoffer?

It is not a friendly question the Chief of Staff is posing to
Cox, who, finding hinself so close to the President in such
dubi ous circunstances, is becom ng increasingly nervous.

BRAD COX
As instructed, | called General Hoffer
and advised himof the President's
concerns. The general was nost receptive
to an initiative that would focus
Congress on the need to provide nore
funding for internal security by nmaking a
st at enent .

PRESI DENT
Ddyou tell himto rob the safe?
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| mredi ately, Cox begins to perspire. This is not the kind of
conversation he had anticipated with the Chief Executive when
informed of the royal summons. The President has risen and
is wal king around the great desk.

BRAD COX
M. President, it was a good
conversation. The general seened nost
supportive of this effort. He asked ne
what we had in mnd and | told himl felt
t he net hodol ogy was best left to the
pr of essi onal s.

PRESI DENT
D d you nake any suggestions what soever?
BRAD COX
Wl |l | suggested..
PRESI DENT
You told himto rob the fucking safe,
didn't you?

The president's use of profanity puts Cox off bal ance.
Having only ever heard the President speak on TV or at stunp
speeches, he inmagines Pete Martin to be above the invective
of the comon man

BRAD COX
Yessir... but it was just a suggestion to
get the General thinking creatively.
PRESI DENT
Creatively? W are we, Walt fucking
D sney?
BRAD COX
... he asked ne, sir. | was just trying

to get himkick started.

PRESI DENT
You got him fucking kick started,
alright, with the inpression that it was
ny personal wi sh to rob the fucking safe
of the pride of the fucking navy!

Martin is finished with Cox, who catches the nod from Hurl ey

and wel comes being excused fromthe worst neeting of his
[ife. He half runs fromthe room
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PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
Send himback to the DNC with
instructions to performa | obotony at the
earliest opportunity.

Hof fer raises his hand as a vol unteer.

HOFFER
| studied a little neurosurgery in boot

canp. . .

Martin sits back in his chair and stares out at the Wite
House lawn. After several m nutes of silence, he turns back
to the room H s sudden fury at Brad Cox has passed and he
is returning to Pete Martin the candidate.

PRESI DENT
W have to stay on nessage on this if it
gets out. Even if the noney isn't
recovered. It's just nore reinforcenent
of how bad mlitary security really is.
W’ ve taken care of the airports, the
skyscrapers, the borders and the postal
service. Nowit's tinme to shift focus.

The two nen are relieved to see that the public Pete Martin
has returned, that they have avoided the wath of the
Conmmander - i n- Chi ef .

PRESI DENT ( CONT' D)
That’s all gentl enen.

HOFFER
(1 eavi ng)
W' |l find the noney, sir.
But the President has noved on al ready.

PRESI DENT
How are Brooke and the kids, Dallas?

DALLAS ALNMS
The famly is well, M. President. Thank
you for asking, sir.

I NT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE THE OVAL OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

Frank Hurley has foll owed Hof fer out the door into the
hal | way.

FRANK HURLEY
Ceneral . ..
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Hof fer stops inpatiently, ready to get back to work.

FRANK HURLEY ( CONT’ D)
This man Mtchell. You have plans for
hi n®

HOFFER
What do you nean, ‘plans?

FRANK HURLEY
Pl acenent. Assignnent. Plans.

Hoffer gets the gist quickly.

HOFFER
Renoval , you nean?

FRANK HURLEY
| can’t stress enough how sensitive the
office of the presidency is right now
Shoul d this nmess ever wash up on shore,
it needs to be clear that the Wite House
responded qui ckly and appropriately by
ni pping a potential problemin the bud.

HOFFER
Boyd Mtchell was follow ng orders...

FRANK HURLEY
The record shows no such orders. Soneone
on your end is going to take the hit on

this on. It’'s up to you who it is.
HOFFER

| see.
FRANK HURLEY

Make the choi ce, GCeneral

Hurl ey turns back to the Oval Ofice.

| NT. SENATOR RAWLI NGS' S OFFI CE - DAY
Busy office. A FEMALE STAFFER | eans over the Senator’s desk

FEMALE STAFFER
Senat or Hender son on 3.

G ay Rawl i ngs picks up the phone.

RAWLI NGS
Hel | 0?
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HENDERSON (Q. S.)
Can you clear half an hour this
af t ernoon?

Raw i ngs | ooks down at his desk wi thout really checking
anything. Two aides are waiting inpatiently for his
attention. Three phones are ringing.

RAWLI NGS
Sur e.

EXT. WAR MONUMENT, WASHI NGTON DC - AFTERNOON
G ay Rawl i ngs and Mason Henderson wal k sl ow y toget her.

HENDERSON
Thanks, Cay. | need an ear

RAWLI NGS
No problem Sl ow day.

HENDERSON
They' re going to find the noney if we air
this one out.

RAWLI NGS
The noney is still down there?
HENDERSON
Nah. Hoffer disposed of it a couple of
days after it was dropped. It was too

dirty to have around.

RAWLI NGS
$15 mllion dollars. That's a | ot of
bunper stickers...

HENDERSON
Sure, we could have used it. But if we
play it right, we'll get our noney’s
wort h.

RAWLI NGS

So if the noney’'s not there, how can
Martin find it?

HENDERSON
| know Pete Martin. If it isn't there,
he’ Il put it there. Raise an extra few

ml fromhis closest friends and “fi nd”
it afewmles off course.
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RAWLT NGS
So we go public?

HENDERSON
You hate to waste the silver bullet so
far from Novenber, that’s the problem

RAWLI NGS
And even if you | eak the robbery today,
how do you prove Red Flag didn't really
recover the noney?

HENDERSON
Which is why | think we help our friends
in the Wiite House keep this one under
waps. And when the tinme cones to cone

clean, they'Il be guilty not only of
bot chi ng the operation and | osing $15
m |l lion taxpayer dollars, they |l also be
guilty of running a cover-up
RAWLI NGS
Only choi ce.
HENDERSON

| need your help, d ay.

G ay stops, unsure of what is com ng.

HENDERSON ( CONT' D)
Can you talk to Admral Baker at C NCPAC?
You know himfrom *‘ Nam | under st and.

RAWLI NGS
It’s not a good idea, Mason. | had a run
in wth Baker a few years ago on a
postunous Silver Cross | was trying to
get for a constituent’s son. Seened |ike
a race thing.

HENDERSON
Ch. That's too bad. Quess |'Il have to
call himnyself.

RAWLI NGS
He should be ok with it. Hell, the
bi ggest casualty, if word gets out, is
the reputation of the Navy. It would
make Tail hook | ook like a frat party.

HENDERSON
Tai |l hook was a frat party.
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Hender son wal ks away from Rawl i ngs, hiding his
di sappoi nt nent .

EXT. FORT MEAD S| DE GATE - DAY

Mtchell stops his black pick-up truck at a cl osed gate at
Fort Mead. The sentry walks up to Mtchell’s w ndow.
Mtchell nods to himas he has a thousand tines.

M TCHELL
Mor ni ng, Cor poral .

SENTRY 1
|”msorry, sir. You can’'t enter here.

Mtchell eyes the sentry for a nonent, waiting for the punch
[ine. There isn't any.

M TCHELL
Al right...

Confused, Mtchell backs the truck up and pulls away fromthe
gat e.

EXT. FORT MEAD FRONT GATE - MOMENTS LATER

Mtchell drives up to the front gate. The sentry takes a
coupl e steps out of the guard house and Mtchell waves to him
for clearance.

But the sentry keeps noving, into the path of the truck.
Boyd stops and rolls down the wi ndow. Another sentry
aproaches the truck w ndow.

M TCHELL
(identifying hinself)
Col onel Boyd Mtchell.

SENTRY
(sal uting)
Yes, sir. Colonel. Oders to deny you
entry, sir. Sorry, sir.
M TCHELL
Deny... What the hell is going on here?!
Wy ?
SENTRY

|”msorry, sir. Those are ny orders.
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Mtchell takes a nonent to gather hinself. He |ooks into the
rear view mrror and sees the queue of cars behind him A
coupl e of soldiers on foot have stopped to watch. Evenly, he
addresses the 18-year-old sentry, who is unconfortably
shifting his weight fromfoot to foot.

M TCHELL
Who is your CO?

Fromthe guard shack, a couple other soldiers nove toward the
t ruck.

SENTRY
Captain Horgan, sir. | can give you his
direct line if youd like, sir. But I
can’'t let you pass through.

M TCHELL
You can take his direct |line and shove it
up your ass.

SENTRY
(stiffening)
"1l have to ask you to turn around, sir.

Mtchell wheels the truck around in a screeching arc around
the guard station and peel s away.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - DAY

Boyd Mtchell is jogging at a good clip. A black Ford
Expl orer pulls al ongside himand the passenger wi ndow rolls
down. Cecil Hoffer calls out.

HOFFER
M t ch!

M tchell glances back. Then he turns ahead and picks up the
pace a bit, turning into the next street. The Explorer
foll ows.

HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
Mtch! Wuld you stop for a mnute?

Mtchel | keeps joggi ng.

HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
Hear me out. You at |east owe ne that.

At this, Mtchell stops abruptly, alnost getting hit by the
truck, and is in Hoffer’s face in the w ndow.
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M TCHELL
And what the fuck do you owe nme? A word
of support? A single ounce of loyalty
after 7 years of doing this thing
t oget her ?

Hof fer i s shaken.

HOFFER
It has nothing to do with me, Mtch, you
know that. Al that woul d have happened
is | would have gone down as well...

M TCHELL
God forbid...

HOFFER
...and then there would be nothing I
could do for you.

M TCHELL
Go to hell, Cec. See if you can break
into hell. | hear the perineter is
pretty weak.

Mtchell starts walking away fromthe truck. The truck
wheels in front of himand two nen hop out. They hemhimin
and stand ready for a fight. Hoffer gets out of the truck
and stands face to face with Mtchell.

HOFFER
&, Mtch. Do what you want. But here’'s
what you can’t do. Do not go public with
any of this. Do not nmake contact with
anyone in Red Flag. Do not try to find
out what went wong on the Enterprise.

Ever. | think you know what's at stake
her e.
Mtchell is ready to expl ode, but stands silently, staring

into Hoffer’'s face.

HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
(sof t eni ng)
If you need a hand - a contact, sone
noney to get started, whatever - just
call me. The Arny will mss you, Mtch.
Il wll mss you.

M TCHELL
Fuck you.
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He wal ks away. The MPs stand ready to pursue, but Hoffer
waves them back in the Ford.

I NT. M TCHELL’ S APARTMENT - DAWN

Mtchell has been up nost of the night. He picks up the
phone and di al s.

M TCHELL
(into the phone)
Hollis? ... Sorry. | was waiting until

nor ni ng. . .
He | ooks at the cl ock.

M TCHELL (CONT’ D)
Early. Yes | know.

He listens for a while before going on.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Can you neet ne sonewhere? ... Wenever.
| seemto have a |ot of time on ny hands.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP - MORNI NG

Hollis is dressed for work, Mtchell is in jeans and t-
shirt.

M TCHELL
l|"mout. Just like that. Something
screwed up and sonebody has to get
screwed.

HOLLI S
|"mso sorry.

M TCHELL
The Arny was ny life. Pathetic as that
may seem

HOLLI S
What’ s pathetic is | understand.

M TCHELL
| give up trying to understand how the
Arny can drop ne |like a piece of shit. |
know ||| never figure that one out. But
this one thing | really have to answer:
What do | do now? Hollis?
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She doesn’t answer.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
| don’t know how to do anything el se.
What do | do now?

She's quiet for a mnute, but |ooks around nervously.

HOLLI S
Look, | got to go.

M TCHELL
Yeah. [I’'Ill see you.

HOLLI S

"1l see you, Mtch.

She | eaves himat the table.

I NT. TV
TI TLE:

The set
is getti

DI SSOLVE TQ

STUDI O - DAY
Sept enber 14.

of Larry King Live is being readied for air. Larry
ng final touches of nake up on his face. Across his

desk sits Pete Martin, President of the United States.
Around them technicians scurry about.

The stage manager counts off the seconds to air and cues Larry
to canera one.

LARRY Kl NG
Good evening. In tw nonths tinme,
pol | sters say, about half of you wll
vote for ny guest this evening for
President of the United States. Half of
you wi |l not.

He turns toward Pete Martin.

LARRY KI NG ( CONT’ D)
M. President, what do you say to the
ot her half?

PRESI DENT
Vell, first of all Larry, | want to thank
you for asking me to appear on the show.
M/ staff told ne it wasn't going to be
easy to get a night wth you..
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LARRY Kl NG
It wasn't. W had to bunp Britney
Spears.
PRESI DENT
But to answer your question, | don't

think the pollsters are on target on this
one. For one thing, there is a huge
nunber of undeci ded voters out there

toni ght, voters who want to be reassured
that the kind of renewed sense of
security they’'ve seen over the |ast four
years will continue into our second term
inoffice. That the United States wil |
stand strong agai nst outside

aggr essi on. .

LARRY Kl NG

(i nterrupting)
But M. President... Your opponent,
Senat or Mason Hender son, woul d say t hat
the country’s mlitary installations have
never been nore vulnerable to terrori st
attack than they have after four years of
Denocratic control of the Wite House.

PRESI DENT
Vll, that sinply is not true, Larry...

The President continues his rebuttal, but we are no |longer in
t he studio.

| NT. DEPARTMENT STORE - DAY

W are in the electronics departnment of a retail store.
President Martin's close-up is on a row of television sets
agai nst a wall.

PRESI DENT (ON TV)
Qur mlitary installations around the
country and abroad have never been
stronger. Under ny direction, the Arny
has spent the last 12 nonths eval uati ng
and strengt hening. ..

One man, who was watching the nonitors for a nonment, turns

anay. It is Boyd Mtchell in a |eather jacket and jeans.
M TCHELL
(to the TV)
Spare ne.
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M tchell wanders over to the racks of CD s and pi cks one up,
looks at it as if to buy. He starts to put it back in the
rack as a woman with a | arge handbag wal ks by. Turning at
the right nonent, Mtchell slips the CD into her hand bag.

He then goes straight for the video canmera section, picks up
an expensive nodel, and slips in a video cassette. Then he
snips the cable that attaches it to the display and starts to
vi deot ape the area.

Meanwhi | e, the woman with the handbag wal ks out of the audio
video area, through the electronic sensor. O course, as
soon as she does, the alarns go off.

| mredi atel y, sal esclerks rush to the woman to stop her from
proceeding. In another nonent, a store security guard is on
t he scene.

Vi deot api ng as he goes, Boyd Mtchell wal ks through the sane
security sensor and out of the area. No one pays himany
attention. The alarm which had been whining the whole tine,
actually stops as Mtchell wal ks away fromthe area.

The woman is conpl aining hysterically as Mtchell strolls out
of the store.

I NT. STORE MANAGER S OFFI CE - LATER

Mtchell enters the office as a sal es nanager neeting is
taking place. He uncerenoniously interrupts the neeting,
setting down the video canera on the nanager’s desk and
pressing play so that the scene appears on its tiny screen
and pl ays through the speaker throughout the scene.

M TCHELL
| ve conpleted ny eval uation of the
security in your electronics departnent
and amsorry to report that it sucks.
For starters, | suggest a detection
sensor that automatically resets after
each trigger to prevent the type of
multiple theft that took place today.
For all intents and purposes, you lost a
$1500 carera whil e nabbing a $15 thi ef.

The peopl e on the room are speechl ess.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Wth this report, | amtermnating ny
contract wth Ml lards’ Departnent store.
You can mail ny final check to this
addr ess.
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He tosses a business card on the desk and starts out the
door. He stops.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Ch... the lady on the videotape - you may
want to offer her a nice gift certificate
or sonmething. | think she’s pretty
upset .

He doesn’t shut the door behind him

EXT. STREET - CONTI NUOQUS

Mtchell is crossing the street. On the other side, he stops
tolight a cigarette. He |ooks back at Mallard s store and
sees the woman he franed energe fromthe front door in a
huf f .

I NT. HART BU LDI NG OFFI CE - EVEN NG

Mason Henderson is pacing. Rawlings and a few senior aides
are in the room

HENDERSON
VWhere are we?

CAMPAI GN MANAGER
Depends on who you ask.

HENDERSON
| " m aski ng you, goddamt. Jesus, can’'t
anyone get a straight answer around here?

The canpai gn manager consults a cli pboard.

CAMPAI GN MANAGER
W' re still good in the west, with the
obvi ous exception of California. South
is 50/50. Florida depends on who’s
counting, as usual. Martin definitely
has New York and Massachusetts, but we’ll
probably pick up the rest of the
northeast. Texas is still a big “if.”

HENDERSON
Bi g picture?

CAMPAI GN VANAGER
Too close to call.

Henderson turns to his running mate.
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RAWLI NGS
| still say he’s weak on honel and
security.
HENDERSON
Son of a bitch | ooked strong on CN\N
RAWLI NGS
Wiich is why it’s tinme to | eak the
Enterpri se.
HENDERSON
Thi nk so?
RAWLI NGS

W have to give voters enough tine to
regi ster the cover-up. Plus, the closer
to the first Tuesday we get, the nore it
| ooks i ke a set-up.

The nen in the roomwait expectantly while Henderson
consi ders this advice.

HENDERSON
Al right. But let’s give it to the nost
i beral goddamrag we can find. Make it
| ook |i ke even his own people are
shocked. And neke sure we get ful
support on this fromour buddies in arns.

RAWLI NGS
What about Hoffer?

HENDERSON
['ll take care of Hoffer.

I NT. WH TE HOUSE PRESS ROOM - DAY

Pete Martin is answering questions about the deteriorating
situation in the Mddle East. 75 press with note pads and
caneras jamthe room

PRESI DENT
| think that's a fair question, and one
t hat deserves an answer. Unfortunately,
if I told you specifically what steps we
are taking in that region this evening,
we’ d have to shoot you

A weak twitter of laughter. Then the chorus of “M.
Presi dents” of the corps trying to be recognized.
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PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
M. Jaffey.

JAFFEY
M. President... The Anerican people are
concerned about all lives in the

Pal estinian situation. But they want to
know first and forenost about their own
sons and daughters in the arnmed forces.
WI1l you risk Amrerican |lives oversees in
this operation?

PRESI DENT
First of all, | don’t know what
“operation” you refer to. There is no
operation planned at this tinme. And
secondly, we have no plans to put our
armed forces in harnis way..

During this evasion, a small bit of activity anong the ranks
of the press. A junior staffer has rudely pushed his way

t hrough several rows of journalists to whisper sonething in
the ear of a woman near the front. As the President finishes
his | ast answer she is on her feet.

The press
control,

VWECHSLER
M. President...

PRESI DENT
Yes, Ms. ..

VWECHSLER

Wechsler, M. President. Boston d obe.

PRESI DENT
Yes, Ms. Wechsl er.

WECHSLER
The d obe has just received a report that
you and the Wiite House staff were the
architects of a botched security
exercise, early this year, that resulted
in the aircraft carrier Enterprise being
robbed of approximately $15 mllion

dol | ars.
PRESI DENT
Wa. ..
corps, so accustonmed to seeing Pete Martin in
i s hushed.
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WECHSLER
And, M. President, that you ordered a
cover up in the interest of saving face
for your adm nistration? How do you
respond sir?

There is a nonment’ s pause before Martin recovers.

PRESI DENT
"1l have to get back to you on that one.
Sounds |i ke you' ve been watching too many
novi es.

Pandenoni um breaks out as the president is hustled away by his
peopl e.

EXT. PEARL HARBCOR NAVY YARD - DAY

Captain Sean Benyon is trying to walk along a Navy pier, a
news crew keeping a couple of steps ahead of him

CAPTAI N BENYON
|”msorry, | cannot respond.

REPORTER
The safe on your ship was robbed under
your nose and you have no comment ?!

Benyon stops short.

CAPTAI N BENYON
My ship was on the eve of float. To
stage a perineter test in a known secure
area is not ny idea of a legitimte
mlitary exercise.

REPORTER
So you’' re saying the whol e thing was
politically notivated to give President
Martin a boost in the polls.

CAPTAI N BENYON
No. That's what you’re sayi ng.

| NT. PRESS ROOM - DAY
Hoffer is fielding a question into a bouquet of m crophones.

HOFFER
Yes. The entire operation was ordered by
t he Wiite House.

( MORE)
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59.

HOFFER ( CONT' D)
Red Flag unit was specifically instructed
to gain entry to the USS Enterprise safe
in order to denonstrate the need for
i ncreased security against terrorist
infiltration

| eans forward.

REPORTER 2
What happened to the noney, Ceneral ?

A coupl e of canmeras click photographs.

HOFFER
There was a failure of the initiator
devi ces that should have risen the bags
to the surface. W don’'t know what went
W ong.

REPORTER 2
What happened to the noney?

HOFFER
The noney was not recovered.

REPORTER 2
Wuldn't it have been right where it was
dr opped?

HOFFER
That woul d be a reasonabl e assunpti on.

REPORTER 2
Then... Were did it go?

HOFFER
The noney was not recovered.

REPORTER 3
Dd the Arny conduct a search?

HOFFER
The noney was not recovered.

The room breaks out in a flurry of questions.

| NT. SHCE STORE - DAY

Brad Cox is seated on a low stool, slipping a pair of red
punps on a |late mddl e aged wonan. He wears a nane tag.

BRAD COX
How does that feel?

( CONTI NUED)
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SHCE LADY
Does it conme in "triple e?”

A young fenal e newspaper REPORTER approaches froma rack of
boot s.

CUB REPORTER
Excuse ne... Are you Brad Cox?
BRAD COX
Yes. Can | help you?
CUB REPORTER
The Brad Cox that worked in the Wite
House?
BRAD COX

No. That Brad Cox died |ast March. This
Brad Cox can hel p you find sonething
sensible in a size... (he glances at her
feet) 6 and a half.

She | ooks down at her feet.

EXT. SUBURBAN STREET - AFTERNCON

Mtchell turns the corner in his pick-up truck and sees the
press nmob on either side of the driveway to his small apartnent
buil ding. There are news vans with m crowave di shes, caneras on
tripods and reporters all over the place.

When they see the pick-up approach, the crews junp into
action, rushing to be closest to the path of the vehicle.

Mtchell Ieans on the horn in an effort to get the crews out
of the driveway. Several people scatter as he continues
forward wi thout stopping. He rans into a canera and tri pod,
knocking it to the ground. He keeps going, not as one
running fromanything, but with the sinple intention of
parking in his regular spot no matter what gets in the way.

| NT. PARKI NG STRUCTURE - CONTI NUQUS

Mtchell wheels unhurriedly into his space, slips the truck
into park and gets out. By the tinme he has | ocked the driver
side door and wal ked away fromthe truck, the first reporters
have caught up.

REPORTER 3

Col onel Mtchell? Tell us about Red
Fl ag.

( CONTI NUED)
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REPCORTER 4
D d the president order a cover up of
your operation?

REPORTER 5
Col onel, did you go back to | ook for the
m Ssi ng noney?

Mtchell keeps wal king steadily for the door that leads to

the building | obby. The swarmbuilds in front of himas he
nears it. He slows to keep from knocki ng peopl e over, but

does not stop. The questions cone fromall sides.

REPORTER 6
Who gave the orders to rob the
Enterprise?

REPORTER 7
Wiere' s the noney, Col onel ?

M tchell has succeeded in opening the door to the | obby and
pushes his way inside. Just before he closes it on the
crowd, one reporter shouts above the rest.

REPORTER 8
Col onel Mtchell! Wy are you no | onger
wth Red Flag? D d you resign fromthe
Arny voluntarily?

For a second it |ooks alnost as if Mtchell is going to
answer that question. The group falls quiet. Then he shoves
away one caneranman who has his foot in the door and pulls the
| obby door cl osed, disappearing inside.

| NT. SENATE CHAMBER - DAY

Mason Henderson is speaking to the floor of Senate. It is a
full house. He is in full swing of a rousing speech. He
alternately reads froma paper before him and ad-1ibs a few
lines.

HENDERSON
...1t is not for ne to call for a
t horough and inpartial investigation into
the Enterprise affair. You see, | don't
claimto be inpartial. Anmong friends -
and | count about 51% of you anong them -
| can say | amnot surprised that this
affair surfaced so close to the election
|"monly surprised that this is the first
scandal that’s surfaced.

( CONTI NUED)



62.
CONTI NUED:

There is a mxture of applause and nmurmuring on the floor.

HENDERSON ( CONT’ D)
No, | am perhaps the nost partial man in
this room |If | thought, for a m nute,
that Pete Martin was the best man suited

to lead the free world, | would not be
applying for his job. But | don't, and I
am
Thunder ous appl ause anong the faithful. He goes back to his

witten speech

HENDERSON ( CONT' D)
Therefore, | not only relinquish ny
position as chair of the Ethics
Comm ttee, but ny treasured seat anong
you, as a nmenber of this great and august
body. Today, in the interest of
inmpartiality, | resign fromthe Senate of
the United States of Anerica with the
stern adnonition to you all to be firmin
your investigation of this affair. 1In
your hands is the responsibility to
preserve the integrity of the nost
powerful office on earth.

Appl ause as Mason puts down the piece of paper with his
prepared remarks.

HENDERSON ( CONT’ D)
Don't. Let. Hm Co.

I NT. BANQUET HALL - N GHT

A large hall with 200 or nore tables in formal setting.
There are several people sitting and a nunber of small groups
of men and wonen tal ki ng.

I NT. A SMALLER ROOM AT THE BANQUET HALL - CONTI NUQUS

The President’s handlers are all there, but the President
hinself is not. The three nen and one wonan sit silently, as
if inthe principal’s office for throwing spitballs in class.

When the President enters, he is alarmngly calm
straightening his bow tie. For a while nobody says anything
as the President grabs his tuxedo jacket and slips it on.
There is a long, unconfortable silence.

( CONTI NUED)



63.

CONTI NUED:
FRANK HURLEY
M. President, | assure you we will find
out howit got out. | have everyone
looking into it as we speak..
PRESI DENT
And when you find the | eak?
FRANK HURLEY
We'll plug it, sir.
PRESI DENT
Let nme know when you do. I'IIl call M.

What s- her-nane at the d obe and gi ve her
t he bad news.

The sil ence returns.

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
How are we doing out there tonight?

The smartly dressed canpai gn worker steps up.

CAMPAI GN WORKER
Pretty good, M. President. W’ ve raised
$150, 000.

PRES| DENT
(turning to Frank Hurl ey)
| thought the goal was half a mllion

FRANK HURLEY

CAMPAI GN WORKER
It’s a tough call, sir. W haven't seen
the bottomof their pockets yet.

PRESI DENT

Hedging their bets. Well, let’s get this
over W th.

| NT. BANQUET HALL - CONTI NUQUS
The voi ce cones over the PA system
ANNOUNCER (O S.)

Ladi es and Centl enen, the President of
the United States.

( CONTI NUED)
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“Hail to the Chief” is piped in as the President and handl ers
enter the roomfroma side door. There is polite applause as
t he standi ng guests find a seat.

The President nakes his way to the dais and the m crophone
waiting there. It feeds back unconfortably as he approaches.
He sizes up the audi ence.

PRESI DENT
A guy gets a phone call fromhis doctor.
The doctor says, “l’ve got bad news and
|”ve got worse news.” "OK " the guy
says, "give ne the bad news.” *“The bad
news is that the tests have cone back and
it’s as bad as we feared. You have 24
hours to live.” “Ww, " says the guy.
“That’'s pretty bad. Wat news could be
worse than that?” The doctor says, “I’ve
been trying to reach you since
yesterday.”

Nervous | aughter conmes fromthose that |augh. Many of the
evening’' s patrons are clearly in no | aughing nood.

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
So tonight | have sone bad news, and sone
worse news. The bad news is we're taking
it on the chin for the Enterprise affair -
a mlitary operation that was ordered by
ny office precisely to improve our
mlitary security around the worl d.

The audi ence nenbers seem as unconfortabl e as does the
Pr esi dent .

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
It’s pretty bad, when fellow Amrericans
take what was intended as a |ife-saving
operation, and turn it into a scandal,
all in the nane of political gain. Wat
news could be worse than that? Well, the
worse news is that our own Party, our
| oyal followers, are defecting al nost as
fast. Sensing defeat, they flip flop
over to the other side - as if there was
nothing they really believed in about our
Party and what it stands for in the first
pl ace.

An elderly, well-dressed couple in the mddle of the hal
quietly rises and heads toward the exit.

( CONTI NUED)
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PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
Many of you were with nme in Sarasota two
weeks ago. Seens so |ong ago. W | ooked
like a team back then. Look at us now.

Sone people stir their drinks. A woman fol ds her napkin back
and forth.

PRESI DENT ( CONT’ D)
But there is some good news tonight as
well. The good news? The patient isn't
dead yet. The patient is alive and
kicking! The patient is planning to win
in Novenber, no matter what it takes!

Pete Martin's attenpt to rouse the audience is only vaguely

successful. To the side of the dais, Frank Hurl ey
i npassi vel y wat ches the President bonb.

| NT. HENDERSON CAMPAI GN HEADQUARTERS - NI GHT

TITLE NOVEMBER 12

The nood in the arena is festive, Henderson/Raw ings posters
and placards line the walls. Straw hats and red white and
bl ue bunti ng.

A big cheer goes up in the hall where thousands of Henderson
supporters are hearing definitive news that their candidate
has just been elected President. TV commentators are
projected on huge screens around the arena.

In a “sky box” above the arena’'s floor, the President-elect
is being congratul ated by some of the inner circle.

Cay Rawlings, the senator fromChio who is now the first
Bl ack Vice President-el ect, shakes his hand.

RAWLI NGS
Congratul ations, M. President. You did
it.
HENDERSON
Ve didit.
I NT. M TCHELL’ S APARTMENT - N GHT
TITLE: APRIL 24

He's eating Chinese food, the TVis on. Baseball. The
apartnment is neat and spare.

( CONTI NUED)
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The tel ephone rings and the machi ne picks up. A fax tone
starts the fax receive node. Mtchell glances over as a
sheet spits out of the slot. He eats another bite and
wat ches t he show.

Then his curiosity gets himout of the chair to | ook at the
fax. It is the TV section fromtoday’'s paper. A single
listing is circled by hand - the program “20/20” at 8:00pm

Mtchell | ooks at the station nessage header on the top of
the fax. He presses the speakerphone button and dials the
nunber — presumably the nunber from which the fax cane.

RECORDED VA CE (O S.)
W' re sorry. The nunber you have reached
is out of service. Please check the
nunber and. .

Mtchell closes the connection and | ooks at the fax.

I NT. M TCHELL' S APARTMENT - LATER

Mtchell slips a tape into the VCR and surfs to ABC. He
presses record and watches the show It is a special report,
“Live fromthe Oval Ofice.” President Mason Henderson is
about to be interviewed by Barbara Walters. Wlters does a
studi o introduction.

WALTERS
.1 spoke with the President on the
occasion of his first 100 days in office.
W net in the Oval Ofice - the first
time | personally have ever been inside.

The image on the TV cuts to the interview set up in the Oval
Ofice

VWALTERS ( CONT' D)
M. President, | amsinply in awe of this
room where sone nmany great nen have sat,
so many nonent ous deci si ons were nade.

HENDERSON
Frankly, Barbara, so aml.

| NT. OVAL OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

The interviewis full screen, a wide shot showi ng the canera
crews and lighting in the Oval Ofice.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALTERS
But here we are.

HENDERSON
Here we are.

WALTERS
D d you ever think, M. President, when
you were growi ng up as a boy in Roanoke,
Virginia that one day this would be your
of fice, that you woul d be President of
the United States?

HENDERSON
No. | was always nore focused on the
things closer tony life - the firenen,
the policenen. | always wanted to serve,

| know that. But | was never that
anbi ti ous grow ng up.

WALTERS
Until...

HENDERSON
Until?

WALTERS

What happened? Was there a single event

you can recall that instilled the kind of
consumng anbition that it takes to rise
to national office?

CUT TGO

I NT. M TCHELL' S APARTMENT - LATER

The interviewis continuing on the TV.in Mtchell’s
apartment. However, Mtchell isn't watching. The sound of a
runni ng shower indicates he has lost interest.

I NT. M TCHELL' S APARTMENT - LATE N GHT

Mtchell is nodding on the couch, the TV still on. The VCR
clicks and blinks - the tape has been recording for two hours
and has started to rewind. Mtchell sleepily picks up the
renote control and presses play. The JAGre-run that’s on
screen is replaced by the taped interviewin the Oval Ofice.
Walters is asking a probing question as the canmera zoons in
on her face.

( CONTI NUED)
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WALTERS
(on the TV screen)
Is it about winning at all costs? Do you
have to do whatever it takes - forget
friendshi ps to take advant age of
opportunities, trade |loyalties for
political gain...

HENDERSON
No, | don't think you have to do any of
that. W' ve prided ourselves on standing
behi nd the people who got us here. You
see, unlike ny predecessor, I'"man old
mlitary guy...

Mtchell switches off the tape, the TV and the |ight.

I NT. M TCHELL' S APARTMENT - MORNI NG

He's cleaning up fromthe night before. He scrunches the fax
up in one hand and pitches it into the trash. He | ooks at the
trash for a nonent. Then he pushes the videotape back into
the VCR and switches on the TV. He |ooks at a coupl e of

i nt erchanges between interview and interviewee with the sound
nmut ed.

I NT. HALLWAY AT NSA OFFI CE - DAY

Mtchell is wal king quickly down the hall with a forner
col | eague, a nervous man of |ndian origin.

PATEL
You realize, of course, that you have no
cl earance anynore.

M TCHELL

| realize that, Patel
PATEL

None at all.
M TCHELL

Not an ounce.

PATEL
Not even to use the bat hroom anynore. .

M TCHELL
Nope.

( CONTI NUED)
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PATEL
| could get in very, very big trouble.

M TCHELL
| know that, Patel

PATEL
Just talking to you...

M TCHELL
You're a true patriot.

They turn into a dark room

I NT. VI DEO LAB - GCONTI NUQUS

Patel switches on the lights to reveal a small video editing
facility.

PATEL
(half to hinself)
Not even the snallest, little bit of

cl ear ance. ..

He sits down and punches a couple of buttons to bring the
nmonitors to life. He holds out his hand pal mup

Mtchell hands himthe VHS tape and sits down behind him
Patel slides the tape into a machine and uses the conputer to
set it playing.

PATEL ( CONT’ D)
What is it we are looking for?

M TCHELL
| don’t know. Sonething... out of place.

A shot shows Henderson droni ng on about education prograns.

HENDERSON
(on the TV nonitor)
....what we are tal king about is
restructuring our priorities. Telling
our children that we really care about
their futures...

PATEL
For this you didn't need speci al
equi pnment. It’s the sanme speech over and

over. ..

Patel uses the controller to start fast forwarding.

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL
[t’s not him

The tape zips into a shot of Walters asking the next
guesti on.

M TCHELL (CONT’ D)
It’s her. Play it here.

Patel hits a key and the inmage slows to normal. |It’s the
personal question that Mtchell had al ready seen Barbara
Wal ters ask while he was taping the program

WALTERS
(on the TV nonitor)
Is it about winning at all costs? Do you
have to do whatever it takes - forget
friendshi ps to take advant age of
opportunit...

M TCHELL
STOP!

Patel freezes the notion on Walters in m d-word.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Can you zoomin on this frane?

Patel "grabs“ the inmage and starts zooming in on her face.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
No, over her shoulder. Wat the hell is
on the shelf behind her.

The technician zoons into the shelf behind her. It is
pi xel at ed beyond recognition.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Can you get it any clearer?

PATEL
It’s VHS, man, what do you expect?

He tries anyway, with remarkabl e success. There is sonething
on the shelf across the room sonething that Mtchell
recogni zes without, at first, knowing why it's there.

M TCHELL
'l be damned.
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Mtchell is dialing Hollis’" nunber on his cell phone. He
listens to the phone ring, and to the answering nmachi ne on
t he ot her end.

HOLLI S RECORDI NG O S.)
H . Leave a nessage.

The machi ne beeps.

M TCHELL
Hollis. Please. Pick up. (pause) Look,
|”ve got no friends left and 4000 free
weekend and night mnutes, so |’ mgonna
keep trying...

He waits a mnute. The machine hangs up on him He hits
“end”, then “send” to redial.

HOLLI S RECORDI NG O S.)
H . Leave a nessage.

M TCHELL
| need your help Hollis. | wouldn't cal
it wasn’t inportant. | know what

happened.

He waits for her to pick up, but she does not. The machine
beeps dead. He presses “end”. Dials again.

HOLLI S RECORDI NG O S.)
H . Leave a nessage.

I NT. HOFFER S OFFI CE - DAY

The general is in session with a few uniforns when Hollis
Gannon wal ks in unannounced. Hoffer is surprised at her
entrance.

HOLLI S
Oh. .. Excuse ne. ..

HOFFER
(recovering quickly)
No, no. Cone in.

The mlitary nmen rise.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
Gent |l enen, Col onel Hollis Gannon.
Commander of Red Flag Unit.

One nman cones forward.

GENERAL STRAI THORN
O course. W're very inpressed with
your unit, Colonel. N ce work.

HOLLI S
Thank you sir.

There is a brief silence.
HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
Ceneral, | just need a mnute of your
time.

He i s sonewhat enbarrassed.

HOFFER
Uh... Wait outside for nme, will you
Col onel ?

HOLLI S

Yes sir. O course.

She | eaves the office.

I NT. QUTSI DE HOFFER S OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

There are a nunber of army pictures in the outer office.
Hollis is | ooking at one posed shot in which a young

Li eutenant Hoffer is standing next to a Maj or Mason Henderson
and a couple of other soldiers. Mnentos of Nam Hoffer
surprises her.

HOFFER
Yes, Colonel. Wat can | do for you in
about 60 seconds?

He is not altogether confortable with her, but maintains a
prof essional attitude.

HOLLI S
Ceneral ... I"'msorry to bother you...
HOFFER
(rushing her)
Real ly, Colonel, 1’'ve got to get back in

there. ..

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
Yes sir. | got a call. Vell, actually
a fewcalls. Well, 19 calls to be exact,

sir.
She pauses, and he raises his eyebrows in inpatience.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
It was Boyd Mtchell, sir.

HOFFER
| see. Well | can’'t say |’ msurprised.
What did he have to say?
HOLLI S
| didn’t talk to him | screened.
HOFFER

| see.
There i s another unconfortable sil ence.

HOLLI S
Wien | took over Red Flag, ny agreenent
was to avoid all contact with Boyd ...
Col onel Mtchell. 1’masking for your
recommendation, sir.

HOFFER
Wl it doesn't sound |ike he's going
away so easily.

He makes a qui ck deci sion.
HOFFER ( CONT’ D)

Take his call. Find out what he wants.
Then report back to ne.

HOLLI S
Should | see him sir?
HOFFER
If that's what it takes. Let’'s see what
he’s up to.
HOLLI S
Yes sir.
HOFFER
Colonel. Let’s keep this between us, ok?
HOLLI S

Yes sir.
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EXT. ARLI NGTON NATI ONAL CEMETERY - DAY

A bright spring day. The cenetery is green with new grow h
airy. Rows of headstones pattern the rolling neadow.
Mtchell is walking anong them

Hollis pulls up in her car. She gets out and | ooks around
for a nonent before seeing him She wal ks to where he has
stopped, |ooking at a particul ar headst one.

HOLLI S
Vell. This is dramatic.

M TCHELL
Yeah.

Mtchell doesn't |ook up at her. He stares at the headstone
in front of him

HOLLI S
Friend of yours?

M TCHELL
Nope. Just sone guy. Gave his life for
his country, that sort of thing. The

usual . ..
HOLLI S
What’ s up, Mtch?
M TCHELL

...believed he was fighting for sone
cause, no doubt. Couldn’t have had any
idea that all you really get for your
trouble is about two square yards in the
worl d’ s nost fanmous graveyard

HOLLI S
Look, I'msorry about what happened.

He doesn’t respond.

HOLLI S (CONT’ D)
Mtch?

Still not hing.
HOLLI S (CONT' D)

You want to know the first thing that
went through ny mnd when they offered ne

Red Fl ag?
( MORE)
( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S ( CONT' D)
| thought, “How can | do this to Boyd
Mtchell?” And then | thought, “What

woul d Boyd Mtchell do in ny shoes?
Wul d he end his career for me?”

Mtchell finally | ooks up at her.

M TCHELL
And?
HOLLI S
No. He wouldn’t. It was too inportant

to him He would have kept his loyalty
to the oath he made to this country. Not
to one single buddy. O commander. O

| over.

M TCHELL
(noddi ng)
So. Congratul ati ons on your pronotion,
Col onel .

He of fers his hand.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
(sof t eni ng)
| mean it, Hollis. If it had to be
anyone in the Arny, I'mglad it was you.
They made the right choice.

She takes his hand. He gently pulls her to him letting his
hand run down her back. Perhaps he is checking for a wire.

HOLLI S
Thanks, Mtch. | really wanted to
call...

M TCHELL
Forget it. Anyway, that’s not what we're
here for.

He starts them wal ki ng.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
What | mabout to tell you may change
everything for you. So you have to
deci de whether or not you want to hear
it.

HOLLI S
| don’t understand. Change what ?

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL
| f you suddenly knew about the people
you're working for. If you found out how

people really get ahead in this system

HOLLI S
|”mnot that green.

M TCHELL
Wanna hear? Yes or no.

HOLLI S
Yes.

They’ ve wal ked to the side of his pick-up. He opens the
passenger door for her.

M TCHELL
Hop i n.

She does. He shuts the door and goes around to the driver
si de.
I NT. TRUCK CAB - MOMENTS LATER

They are driving north away fromthe cenetery. Mtchel
| ooks straight ahead as he speaks.

M TCHELL
What everybody stopped asking is the only
question worth an answer. “Wat happened

to the noney?” Because whoever got the
noney was behind a plot to subvert a
legitimate Army mssion. |f that person
happens to be an Anmerican citizen, than
you' d be able to nake a case they
commtted treason

The truck has turned onto the Arlington Menorial Bridge
t owar ds Washi ngton DC

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)

It was a question the press got tired of.
One thing Washi ngton does really well is
kill a story. I, of course, was in no
position to look for clues. To tell you
the truth, | stopped |ong ago. After
three or four store security jobs, you
stop caring. But then I saw sonethi ng.

The pi ck-up wheels onto Lincoln Menorial Grcle.

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
You renmenber the initiators | chose for
the Enterprise job? They aren’'t rare.
Not the kind of thing you d find on the
shel f at Hone Depot, but certainly
avai | abl e. Sal vage divers use themfor
underwat er recovery. But when | saw this
particul ar one a couple of days ago, |
couldn’t for the life of nme think of any
good reason why it would be where it was,
unless it was one of mne. Unless it had
been attached to $15 nmillion in cash from
the USS Enterprise.

Hollis looks at himfor the first tine.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
So if | could possibly prove the
initiator was one of mne, then the
person who had it was connected to the
bi ggest political crinme of the decade.

Wth nme?

HOLLI S
Yes.

M TCHELL
Still want to go on?

HOLLI S
Yes.

The truck has turned north onto 23rd Street.

M TCHELL

K. There’'s one procedure | never told

you about, that | always foll owed before
a Red Flag mssion. To nmake sure it was
our guys who had infiltrated a friendly

base - or in this case, ship - | always

mar ked every pi ece of physical evidence

with our insignia. A small scratch, but
enough to show we were there, and not Al
Qaeda or the IRA.  Fol | ow?

HOLLI S

(getting the picture)
Yes.

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL
So if ny mark is on that initiator...
Vel |, that woul d change just about

everything, wouldn’t it? And all we'd
have to do is | ook.

HOLLI S
(half to herself)
Do | want to know where this initiator

i s?

M TCHELL
Do you?

HCOLLI S
Yes.

Mtchell has stopped the truck just before the barrier on
Pennsyl vani a Avenue.

M TCHELL
In there.

He notions to the Wite House.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Oval office.

| NT. DARK PUB - LATER
They are in a corner booth with a couple of pints of beer.

HOLLI S
Even if Henderson did wind up with one of
the initiators, why would he put in the
Oval Ofice?

M TCHELL
Souvenir. They all do it. GCerald Ford
had the ship’s wheel fromthe Mayaguez in
there. dinton had a nodel of the bus he
and Gore canpai gned from Kennedy had
t he coconut shell he scratched an SCS on
when his PT boat was sunk.

HOLLI S
So what are you going to do?
M TCHELL
CGet it. Look at it. Bring it to ‘show

and tell.’

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
You can’'t break into the Wite House.
And even if you could, you could never
break out.

M TCHELL
The commander of Red Flag admtting there
was soneplace we can’'t get in and out of.

HOLLI S

It’s the Wiite House, for Chrissake.
M TCHELL

W had a file on the White House this

thick. It was Mount Everest for us.
HOLLI S

It was a joke. Nobody ever intended to
do the Wite House.

M TCHELL
Nobody ever had a good reason to.

HOLLI S
K.  Say you were serious about this.
What do you want ne to do?

M TCHELL
| can’t do it alone. Every scenario we
put together needed a team covering al
t he bases. Besides the fact that |
didn’t sleep with the chief of Wite
House security.

HOLLI S
Ch please. That was one week, one year
ago.

M TCHELL
Bet he renenbers it fondly.

HOLLI S
You' ve been spying on ne?!

M TCHELL
Common know edge. The secret service has
no secrets. So are you in?

HOLLI S
You' re asking nme to mnutiny.

( CONTI NUED)
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M TCHELL
Everything Red Fl ag did was nutiny on one
| evel . But our intention was to protect
and serve. It still is mne.

HOLLI S
And if it’s not your device in there?

M TCHELL
We get out. | disappear. End of story.

She shakes her head.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
Just think about it. Al I’'m asking.

I NT. OVAL OFFI CE - DAY
TITLE: MAY 20

A neeting with the Joint Chiefs. The group has a few of the
sane faces that Pete Martin faced in the |ast days of his
own presidency, including Dallas A ns and CGeneral Ceci
Hof f er .

Henderson wears the presidency well by now

HENDERSON
That’ s the nost encouragi ng news |’ve had
so far. Wiat about Saudi Arabia?

ARMY GENERAL
Congress has approved funds for conplete
overhaul of security neasures in R yadh
and Amman. In the neantine, M.
President, we' ve tripled watches on al
M ddl e East and Eastern European
installations. A flea would have to
craw sideways to get through.

HENDERSON
Suicide fleas, | wouldn't be surprised.
| want every American working abroad to
be as secure as if they were sitting in
this room

The Joint Chiefs have finished their report. The

President’s secretary sticks his head in fromthe secretary’s
of fice.

( CONTI NUED)
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SECRETARY
The Secretary of Labor is here, M.
President. W’'re 7 mnutes behind, sir.

HENDERSON
That’'s all, gentlenen. Keep up the good
wor K.

The Chiefs file out of the Oval Ofice. Hoffer remains
behind. He is at the inset bookshelf |ooking at the
initiator device, which is set on a small stand next to ot her
war nenorabilia.

HENDERSCN ( CONT’ D)

(inpatiently)
Ceneral ?

HOFFER
| was wondering sir... Do you think it’'s
wse to...

He doesn’t go on. He is staring at the device.
HENDERSON
(smling)
To what, Ceneral? D splay alittle
menento fromthe road to glory?

Anot her nonent passes.

HOFFER
It was neant as a personal gift, M.
Pr esi dent .

HENDERSON
Ah, shades of the timd Lieutenant
Hoffer. | remenber himwell.

Hoffer turns away fromthe device on the shelf and | ooks at
the President with unmasked enmty.

HENDERSCN ( CONT’ D)

This is my office. | wll put anything

goddam want in here. Unless that nmakes

you squeam sh... Lieutenant... Hoffer..
HOFFER

No, M. President. Not at all.

He turns and | eaves the office.
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I NT. LI MOUSI NE BACK SEAT - DAY

Hoffer is riding back to his Pentagon office, tal king on the
phone.

HOFFER
Nobody’ s seen her all week?

He isn't pleased with the response.

HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
Col onel Gannon is not presently on field
assignnment. Wich is why | expect her to
be at her desk at Fort Mead.

He is getting | ess pl eased.

HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
Then find her. Call ne back as soon as
you do.

He punches *“end”.

| NT. PUBLI C LI BRARY - DAY

Mtchell is at a conputer termnal in a Washi ngton DC public
library. He is accessing the Internet. Hollis |ooks over
hi s shoul der.

HOLLI S
What are we doi ng here?

M TCHELL
Anonynous access to the information
super hi ghway. The God-gi ven right of
every Anerican.

HOLLI S
And we’re going to hack our way into the
Wiite House fromthe card catal ogue?

M TCHELL
Nope. W don’'t need to hack in.

He types and clicks enter. The conputer screen shows the
Online Tour of the Wite House at www. whitehouse.gov. It has
a schematic map of the entire building.

HOLLIS (O S.)
This is a tourist site.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mtchell clicks on “Make Reservations”.

M TCHELL
There’s two difficult things about a Red
Flag mssion. GCetting in and getting
out .

He clicks on a formthat allows the surfer to nake a
reservation for a wal king tour of the Wite House.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
In this case, however, getting in is not
going to be much of a chall enge.

He types in the nane “Janes Kirk”.

HOLLI S
You' re booking us on the Wite House
t our ?!

Mtchell calls up the cut-away nap.

M TCHELL
| hear the China Roomis very
i nteresting.

HOLLI S
Do you have any idea how tight security
is between the East and West Wngs?! You
m ght as well be a thousand m|es away.

M TCHELL
That’s why you' || be on the other side.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE TOURI ST ENTRY - DAY

Mtchell, dressed as a tourist, is waiting inline with 50

ot hers, snapping an occasional picture. Suddenly, the line
starts to nove and people begin to enter the East Wng of the
Wi t e House.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE STAFF ENTRY - SI MULTANEQUSLY
Hollis is showng her IDto the guard at the sentry gate. As
she steps through a netal detector, an aide cones forward to

greet her.

Al DE
Col onel Gannon?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
Yes.

Al DE
Right this way, Col onel.

He | eads her into the West Wng entrance.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE EAST W NG - CONTI NUOUS

The White House tour commences as the group is led into the
East Garden. A guide steps in front of the group.

QU DE
Wl cone to the East Garden, al so known as
t he Jacquel i ne Kennedy Garden. The
garden was desi gned by Rachel Lanbert
Mel Il on, a personal friend of the
Kennedys, in 1961.

M tchell | ooks around at the grounds, the col onnade toward
the mansion, the windows. He takes a picture. The flash
goes off.
GUI DE ( CONT’ D)
|”msorry sir. Photography is not
al  owed on the Wite House grounds.

Mtchell puts his camera away in his belly bag.

I NT. WEST W NG HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS

The aide has led Hollis to an office door which he opens. He
noti ons her inside.

I NT. SECURITY CH EF OFFI CE - CONTI NUQUS

A man in a dark blue suit, with insignia of the day on his
| apel, rises froma desk to greet Hollis as she enters.

JANCSEK
Hollis. Good to see you...

He peeks at the chickens on her shoul der.

JANCSEK ( CONT’ D)
...Colonel. Congratulations.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
Thanks, Paul. You've done pretty well
yoursel f. Head of Wiite House security.

JANCSEK
Not bad for an old grunt from West
Virginia. You |look great, Hollis.

He sits down with her on the couch on the far wall of the
of fice.

HOLLI S
Thanks.

JANCSEK
Marri ed?

HOLLI S
No t hanks. Just had one.

JANCSEK
(1 aughs)
K. Wiat can | do for you?

HOLLI S
You renmenber the bit about the Enterprise
and the m ssing noney?

JANCSEK
Meet the new boss.

HOLLI S
Yeah. | work for the group that put on
t hat show.

JANCSEK
(suddenly interested)
The. ..

HOLLI S
Red Fl ag group.

JANCSEK
Right. You' re the guys that try to break
through friendly security. W heard the
unit was di sbanded.

HOLLI S
No. Though it’'s nice to see our PR
peopl e | eaked the right story for a
change. Can we wal k?

( CONTI NUED)
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JANCSEK
Yeah, sure.

I NT. WH TE HOUSE HALLWAY - MOMENTS LATER

HOLLI S
Over the years Red Flag has built a file
on every sensitive area in the US
mlitary. Mst COs know about it and
make sure they cover their bases.

JANCSEK
So to speak

HOLLI S
G hers, like Captain Sean Benyon of the
USS Enterprise, aren’t as vigilant.
They're the ones that get burnt.

JANCSEK
Are you trying to tell ne..

HOLLI S
|”ve always |iked you, Paul. 1'd hate to
see you get tripped up by a Red Fl ag
oper at i on.

JANCSEK

The White House?! Wio would try to break
into the Wi te House?

HOLLI S
The guy who scaled the fence in May 1995.
The nut case with the sawed of f shot gun
in ‘84 How about the one who | anded a
private plane on the South Lawn in
Septenber, ‘94. The taxi driver in
‘76. ..

JANCSEK
Nobody even got cl ose.

HOLLI S
50 yards is close. And none of themwere
Red Flag. Can we go outside?

J ANCSEK
Uh, sure.

Janosek clears the way with security to exit out onto the
south | awn.
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| NT. PENTAGON OFFI CE - SI MULTANEQUSLY
The CGeneral |ooks up at an aide entering the office.

ARMY Al DE
| think we've found her, GCeneral.

HOFFER
Col onel Gannon?

ARMY Al DE
Yes, sir. She's at the White House.

HOFFER
(growi ng al ar nmed)
The... Wat the hell is she doing at the
White House? Wat the hell is she doing
i n Washi ngt on DC?

ARMY Al DE
Sir, | understand she is neeting with the
Secret Service about security issues.

HOFFER
Get ne a car.

He dashes out of the room

I NT. WH TE HOUSE EAST ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The tour group is noving fromthe East Roomto the G een Room
on the tour.

QU DE
Now, if you'll step this way, we'll enter
the G een Room The G een Room served as
Thomas Jefferson’s common di ni ng room
and was Janes Madi son’s office where, it
is believed, he signed the declaration of
war against Geat Britain in June 1812.

M tchell hangs behind, seemng to exam ne the frame of one of
the wi ndows that opens to the south lawn. The tour guide
sees himlingering and calls to him obviously annoyed and
just a little suspicious.

GUI DE ( CONT' D)
Sir! Can | please ask you to stay with
t he group?!

Mtchell slowy turns away fromthe w ndow.
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EXT. WH TE HOUSE SCQUTH LAWN - SI MULTANEQUSLY

Hol i s and Janosek are standing together on the | awn | ooking
up into the East Room They see Mtchell examning the
wi ndow casenent, and then turning away.

HOLLI S
That’ s Col onel Boyd Mtchell. The best
there is. He's retired, but we called
hi m back on special assignment. He's the
one who put together the Wite House
file.

JANCSEK
(i ncredul ous)
And you think he’'s figured out a way to
get inside fromthe public tour?' C non
Hollis. Gdve us alittle nore credit
than that.

HOLLI S
Let’'s ask him

JANCSEK
(resigned)
Fi ne.

He | eads her back toward the buil ding.

EXT. LIMOUSINE | N TRAFFI C - SI MULTANEQUSLY

The linousine that is carrying Hoffer is mred in m dday
traffic fromGCystal Cty.

| NT. LI MOUSI NE BACK SEAT - CONTI NUQUS

Hoffer is literally bouncing off the seats.

HOFFER
What the hell is going on?!

DRI VER
Sir, must be sone kind of accident, sir.

HOFFER
Return to the notor pool, Private.

Hof f er opens the door and steps out into the traffic.
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EXT. BUSY STREET - CONTI NUCUS

On foot, Hoffer weaves in and out of the slow noving traffic.
As he gets to the sidewal k he tries to nake a phone cal
whi | e wal ki ng briskly.

HOFFER
Get me security at the Wite House.

He is noving quickly toward the entrance to the Pentagon
subway station

HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
No, | can’t hold...

He hits the steps at a fast clip and starts down.

I NT. METRORAI L STATI ON - CONTI NUQUS

He flashes his wallet at a transit cop, pulls open the exit
door and rushes onto the platform He is still trying to
talk into the phone, but the signal is |ost underground.

HOFFER
Hel | 0? Damm.

He flips closed the phone. He |eans over the track | ooking
for the next train on the Bl ue Line.

I NT. VWH TE HOUSE MAP ROOM - CONTI NUQUS

The tour group has noved into another room The CQuide is
begi nni ng her tal k.

QU DE
The Map Room used by President Franklin
D. Roosevelt as a situation room from
which to follow the course of World War
1, now serves as a private neeting room
for the President or the First Lady. It
was decorated in 1970, and again in 1994,
as a sitting roomin the Chippendal e
style...

During this, Mtchell, apart fromthe group, pulls a rare
framed map fromthe 18th century away fromthe map case it
covers on the east wall of the room The gui de has been

wat ching himfromthe corner of her eye and is imedi ately on
hi m

( CONTI NUED)
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GUI DE ( CONT’ D)
(calls out)
Security! (then to Mtchell) Sir, | wll
have to ask you to stand right there and
keep your hands to yourself.

Mtchell holds up his hands as if in nock arrest.
GUI DE ( CONT’ D)
(calling into the next room
Security!

At that nonment, Hollis and Janosek enter from behind the
tour. Sinultaneously, guards enter fromthe other door and

nove toward Mtchell. Janosek intercepts them

JANCSEK

"1l take care of this.
QU DE

He’ s been snoopi ng around since the tour

started...
JANCSEK

Yes, ma’am W'l ook into it.

Janosek nods to the two security nmen and they nove back to
their stations.

JANCSEK ( CONT’ D)
(to Mtchell)
Very subtl e.

M TCHELL
Must be getting a little rusty.

The tour group noves into the next room | eaving them al one.

HOLLI S

Security Director Paul Janosek, this is
Col onel Boyd Mtchell.

JANCSEK
Your reputation doesn’'t do you justice.

HOLLI S
So Col onel, what’'s your report.

M TCHELL
Let me show you.

( CONTI NUED)
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Mtchell starts out of the room but Janosek hol ds hi m back.
Janosek then wal ks out of the roomfirst, clearing their
passage.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE SOUTH LAWN
The three of them are | ooking back at the Wite House.

M TCHELL
Security has been beefed up quite a bit
since we started the file.

HOLLI S
So is it possible...

M TCHELL
You have to renenber, we first started
tal ki ng about the Wite House before
9/ 11, before Cklahoma Cty. In ‘95 you
could drive right up to the front door.

HOLLI S
Mtch. ..
M TCHELL
Laser traps, bionetrics... The only thing

| can think of is if | could sonehow nake
it onto the third floor bal cony...

He indicates a trip up the side of the East Wng and across
t he bal cony to the West.

JANCSEK
(shaki ng hi s head)
Video surveillance 24/7. NMbtion sensors.

Shoot to kill protocol.

M TCHELL
Yeah. (to Hollis) They' re pretty well
cover ed.

They start to wal k toward the West W ng.

HOLLI S
So there’s no way you can see to get into
t he Wst Wng?

M TCHELL
Negat i ve canpai gni ng?

HOLLI S
| " ve never seen you give up like this.

( CONTI NUED)
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JANCSEK
He's not giving up so easily. W’re not
amateurs here. You won't get in.
I NT. WH TE HOUSE HALLWAY - CONTI NUQUS

They are continuing their wal k back to Janosek’s offi ce.

JANCSEK
So | guess what |'"msaying is ‘giveit a
shot.” But try not to wind up dead.
HOLLI S
The Oval O fice?
JANCSEK
What about it?
HOLLI S
Secur e?
M TCHELL

Hollis, I think we pretty nuch beat this
horse to death. Let the man get back to

wor K.

JANCSEK
No, no. It’s fine. The President is at
Canp David. You want to see the Oval

Ofice?

He turns down anot her hal |l way.

I NT. WH TE HOUSE OVAL OFFI CE

The door is opened by Janosek who lets Hollis and Mtchell in
before followi ng them Janosek |ets them| ook around a bit
bef ore sayi ng anyt hi ng.

JANCSEK
Nobody here but us chi ckens.

HOLLI S
| f soneone had gotten into the Wst Wng,
is there another |ayer of protection to
guard this roon®

Mtchell |ooks around the perinmeter of the room gl ancing
quickly at the inset shelf that holds the initiator device.

( CONTI NUED)
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JANCSEK
Vell, right now the President isn't in
the Wiite House, so we’'re on reduced
staff. Wwen he’s in the House, you can
bet it’'s pretty well sealed off.

Hol lis sneaks a glance at Mtchell, who tilts his head in the
direction of the bookshelf. She sees the device.
M TCHELL
But when the President isn't here...
JANCSEK
...not much reason for anyone to want to
break in. | nmean, it's not |like he

| eaves the keys to the nuclear arsenal in
hi s desk drawer.

Hollis noves around to the wi ndows behind the President’s
desk.

HOLLI S
Bul | et pr oof ?

JANCSEK
Bul | et proof, soundproof, streak-proof...

Hol i s bends down to | ook at the baseboard. She di sappears
behi nd the great desk.

HOLLI S
VWhat's this?

Janosek cones to the side of the desk to see where she’s
indicating. At the sane tine, Mtchell, who has noved cl oser
to the bookshelf reaches out for the initiator. He grabs it
as Janosek speaks.

JANCSEK
Vi deo patch. The Ofice is pre-wired so
network crews don’t have any reason to
futz around down there.

Mtchell has been working the device to renove the top piece.
It doesn’t unscrew as easily as it once did. He has to palm
it behind his back when Janosek turns toward him

JANCSEK ( CONT” D)
Fi nd any gapi ng hol es, Col onel ?

M TCHELL
Tight as a drum

( CONTI NUED)
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Hollis has cone out from behind the desk

HOLLI S
| guess we better get out of your hair,
Paul . ..
M tchell stands behind Janosek in Hollis’ line of site. He

frantically indicates to her that he needs nore tine.
JANCSEK
Does this nmean you' re calling off the
operation?

HOLLI S
Uh, one nore question..

JANCSEK
Shoot .

She wal ks toward a door on the far wall.

HOLLI S
Where does this door | ead?

Mtchell has the opportunity to spin off the head of the
initiator and repl ace the casing on the shelf.

JANCSEK
Moni ca Lewi nsky’'s of fice.

Nobody | aughs.

JANCSEK ( CONT’ D)
That | eads directly to the President's
secretary.

HOLLI S
And it's...

JANCSEK
Secure. Wanna see?

Mtchell has the head of the device off and in his pocket.
The body has been replaced on the shel f.

M TCHELL
(to Holl'is)
Col onel, don’t you think we’'re done here?

Hollis rejoins Mtchell in the center of the room

( CONTI NUED)
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HOLLI S
K. OK | can't promse we won't try
it, but it [ooks Iike you run a pretty
tight ship.

JANOSEK
Headquarters of the free world.

HOLLI S
Thanks, Paul .

JANCSEK

Thank you. M ght have saved us all a | ot

of bad press.
EXT. 17TH STREET - CONTI NUQUS
Hoffer is pushing through a crowd of people comng out from
the Farragut Square station. He dials his cell phone as he
rushes onto the street.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE GUARD STATI ON - CONTI NUQUS
Hollis and Mtchell approach the gate fromthe Wst Wng.

I NT. WH TE HOUSE GUARD STATI ON - CONTI NUOUS
The tel ephone is answered by the Marine on duty.

MARI NE
Wst Gate.

He listens for a nonent as he | ooks down at a cli pboard.
MARI NE ( CONT’ D)
Yes sir, Ceneral. | believe so.
EXT. 17TH STREET - CONTI NUQUS
Hoffer is at a jog.
HOFFER
Hold her there. | repeat. Do not |et

Col onel Gannon | eave the Wiite House
grounds. Do you under st and?
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I NT. WH TE HOUSE GUARD STATI ON - GONTI NUCUS

MARI NE
Yes sir.

The marine on the tel ephone calls to his partner standing
just outside the shed. They confer briefly before | ooking up
to see Hollis and Mtchell approaching fromthe Wst Wng.

2ND MARI NE
There she is.

The 2nd Marine cones fromthe guardhouse to stop Hollis and
Mtchell. Mtchell snells trouble right away and noves into
action. He pulls Hollis toward him

M TCHELL
Honey!

He holds her in a strong enbrace and starts to kiss her. The
Marine i s confused.

2ND MARI NE
Uh, Col onel Gannon, ma' anf?

Hollis and Mtchell hold the kiss. The Marine gets closer.
2ND MARI NE ( CONT’ D)

Col onel, | have... uh... you are supposed
to...
Mtchell looks into Hollis’ eyes and gives a tiny nod. She

suddenly spins out of his enbrace and into the Marine, taking
hi mdown to the ground in a split second. Another second and
he is face flat on the ground, his sidearmgone fromits

hol ster.

In the sane nonent, Mtchell has sprinted to the other guard,
who is by now on the phone. He shouts at the Marine.

M TCHELL
She’'s killing him  Help himfor CGod’' s
sake.

The Marine | ooks alternately at Mtchell and at the scene
outside. He's frozen for just a second, but a second is al
it takes. Mtchell kicks the Marine in the stomach and
snat ches the phone fromhis hand as he doubl es over.

M TCHELL ( CONT’ D)

(into the phone)
They' re headed to the East Gate!

( CONTI NUED)
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He drops the phone and disarns the Marine in the guardhouse.
Hol lis has covered the distance to the gate and together they
wal k out at a normal pace.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE GROUNDS - CONTI NUCUS

The al ert has been sounded and Secret Service nen are
appearing all over, noving toward the East Gate of the
grounds and securing the perineter. The West Gate is seal ed,
but not before Hollis and Mtchell are wal king hand in hand
north on 17th Street.

EXT. CORNER OF 17TH AND H STREET - QCONTI NUGUS

At the corner, Mtchell calmy hails a cab driving east on H
Street. It stops and they hop in.

Hof fer sees the two of them as he approaches from Farragut
Square. He runs toward the cab as it pulls out. He can see
the face of Hollis Gannon | ooking back at hi mthrough the
rear w ndow.

| NT. CAB - CONTI NUQUS

As Hollis watches Hoffer recede fromview, Mtchell calls up
to the driver.

M TCHELL
Hey Bud, we’'re running a little late...
If you can get us to Reagan Airport in 15
mnutes, there's an extra twenty in it
for you.

The driver shrugs and pulls into traffic.

CAB DRI VER
15 m nutes?! You should | eave yourself
nore tine, pal.

Mtchell turns to Hollis.

M TCHELL
How are we doi ng?

HOLLI S
(checki ng her watch)
Tight. W can always nake the 5:15 to
Wodbr i dge.

( CONTI NUED)
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The cab pulls up into a slower streamof cars on 14th street.
There’'s a great deal of honking from behind them and
Mtchell turns to | ook out the rear wi ndow. He sees the
secret service car a few |l engths behind them He shakes his
head.

M TCHELL
Tunbl eweed.

Hollis winces in the affirmative. Mtchell tosses a $20 to
the driver. The cab is noving at about 20 nph.

M TCHELL ( CONT' D)
W' || just get out here.

CAB DRI VER
What the. ..

EXT. WASHI NGTON STREET NEAR JEFFERSON MEMORI AL

As the cab rounds the Jefferson Menorial, Mtch opens the
door, tucks into a ball and rolls onto the grass al ongsi de
the sidewalk. Hollis rolls out after him The cab door
closes violently. As Hollis cones to a stop, Mtch is
already running to her and pulls her quickly into the cover
of the bushes. Just seconds after they reach cover, the
secret service races past in hot pursuit of the cab.

A honel ess man near by has watched the whol e scene.

HOMELESS MAN
Now, the bus don’t always go right where
you want it to, but least it cones to a
full stop.

They dust thenselves off and, with Hollis slightly Iinping,
hai | another cab. A cab stops and they junp in.

EXT. | NTERSTATE 395 - MOMENTS LATER

The Secret Service Men have caught up with - and pulled over -
the cab that Mtchell and Hollis had tunbled out of. They
are already at the cabbie s w ndow.

SECRET SERVI CE 1
Where were you taking then?

CAB DRI VER

Reagan Airport. | told themthey should
| eave at | east half an hour...

( CONTI NUED)
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The Secret Service Man calls to his partner

SECRET SERVI CE 1
Reagan Nati onal !

He starts away fromthe cab but stops when the driver speaks.

CAB DRI VER
(puzzl ed)
But then the | ady said sonethi ng about
the 5:15 to Wodbridge. And that don’t
sound to ne like a flight outta Reagan.

SECRET SERVI CE 1
Son of a bitch! They re taking the VRE!

The Secret Service Man runs back to his car, cell phone in
hand.

EXT. UNI ON STATION - M NUTES LATER

A black SWV pulls up, and four suits wearing headsets junp
out .

EXT. UNI ON STATI ON, ANOTHER ENTRANCE - CONTI NUOUS

Mtch and Hollis junp out of a cab at the train station,
assumng they are free and clear, but taking no chances.

M TCHELL
Her e.

He hands her a cloth bag with the initiator init. She takes
it and drops it in her purse.

Mtchell | ooks up and sees a couple of Secret Service nen
pushi ng t hrough the pedestri ans.

M TCHELL ( CONT' D)
XK. Plan B.

HOLLI S
See you upstairs.
EXT. UNI ON STATI ON, YET ANOTHER ENTRANCE - CONTI NUQUS

Anot her car full of agents rushes in another doorway into the
station.
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| NT. DUNGEON STORE - DAY

Wth suits converging on his position fromboth sides,
Mtchell slows his pace to that of an ordi nary shopper and
ducks into a heavy netal store with blaring thrash nusic.

He's the oldest guy in the place by twice, but the sales help
is nmuch nore interested in thenselves to notice hi manyway.

Mtchell pulls a studded |eather jacket off a rack and checks
t he size.

| NT. RETRO STORE - CONTI NUOUS

Hollis is plunking down a credit card next to a pile of
clothes and a pair of classic Ray Bans.

| NT. STATI ON MALL - MOMENTS LATER

A duo of Secret Service nmen push through a throng of shoppers
| ooking intensely at the faces all around.

I NT. ANOTHER PART OF THE MALL

Hol lis, looking |like Jackie O under w aps, w ndow shops her
way to the south exit of the mall.

EXT. MALL ENTRANCE - MOMENTS LATER

A coupl e of Secret Service agents have rushed outside to | ook
at the entrance of the nall.

Mtchell, punked out in |eather and chains, bunps rudely into
them the Red Fl ag nodus operandi for |aying |ow

M TCHELL
(in character)
Watch it, man.

One of the agents shoves himstrongly to the side of the
entrance, not even bothering to | ook closely at his face.

SECRET SERVI CE 1
Beat it, creep.

M TCHELL
Hey, fuck you!

( CONTI NUED)
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Mtchell blends in with the m dday crowd as he slinks away
fromthe agents and their nmanhunt.

I NT. TRAIN PLATFORM - MOMENTS LATER

The Virginia Railway Express 5:15 local train to Al exandri a.
Hof f er has caught up with sone of the Secret Service guys.
They are frustrated.

HOFFER
Vel | ?

SECRET SERVI CE 2
They just di sappeared, sir.

HOFFER
Nobody just disappears. Find them

G her nmen start through the cars of the long commuter train.

| NT. HOTEL ROOM - LATER

The door to the roomopens. It is Mtchell, putting his card
key back in his wallet as he pushes inside.

Hollis is brushing out her hair, the dark wig on the dresser
bef ore her.

HOLLI S
It’s on the bed.

Mtchell goes to the king sized bed and picks up the device.
He turns it over and |ooks closely for his mark. Hollis
wat ches himin the mrror. As he |ooks up at her she nods.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
| | ooked.

He sits on the bed, turning the device over and over in his
hands.

M TCHELL
So it was Henderson.
HOLLI S
Yup. It was Henderson. The only problem

with that tidbit of infornmation is what
good it’s going to do anybody. D d we
ever tal k about that?

She turns away fromthe mrror and | ooks at himdirectly.
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He doesn’t

102.

HOLLI S ( CONT’ D)
You' re out. | maght be out now. And,
assum ng anyone will believe you, the
President of the United States is out.

M TCHELL
That’s not the point.

HOLLI S
What is the point?

answer. She turns back to the mrror.

M TCHELL
(quietly)
If you don't know, Hollis, | can't tell
you.
HOLLI S

Vell tell me this. What are you pl anni ng
to do now? Call the National Enquirer?
Nobody’ s going to believe you.

Mtchell walks to Hollis and cones close to her wi thout
t ouchi ng her.

M TCHELL
| think you know why we did this.
Because when the wong guy wins, we all
|l ose. Pete Martin wasn’t a saint, but he
wasn't a thief.

HOLLI S
Mtch. Pete Martin would have done the
sane thing, given the opportunity.

M TCHELL
| need Hoffer’'s cell nunber.
HOLLI S
You really think he’s going to talk to
you?
M TCHELL
He'll listen. No nmatter what, Ceci

Hof fer is an honorabl e man.

HOLLI S
Cnon. Hs loyalty is to the President.
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M TCHELL
No. H s obedience is to the President.
Hs loyalty is to his people. You. And
nme.

HOLLI S
703-221- 2445.

I NT. CEORGETOMN BAR - N GHT

Cecil Hoffer is out of place in his polo shirt and sl acks,

t hreadi ng t hrough spi ked hair youths as he makes his way to
t he horseshoe shaped bar. Mtchell is there in the clothes
he bought at the Union Station store.

HOFFER
You bl end.

M TCHELL
That’'s what we do.

Hof fer sits on the stool next to Mtchell.

HOFFER
(shaki ng hi s head)
The White House. | knew you were good,

Mtch, but I never would have given you
t he Wiite House.

M TCHELL
Not hing is inpenetrable. You taught nme
t hat .

Hoffer gestures to Mtchell’s beer in response to the
bartender’s nod. The bartender goes for a bottle.

M TCHELL ( CONT’ D)

| have the initiator. 1t has ny mark on
it.

HOFFER
So?

M TCHELL

| go public and the President goes down.
You go with him

HOFFER
Pl ease. You think anyone is going to
beli eve you waltzed into the Oval Ofice
and swi ped that thing off the President’s
desk?
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M TCHELL
It wasn’t on the desk

HOFFER
It wasn’t even in the room You weren't
in the room Janosek has al ready been
debriefed. The tour guide. The Marines.
The Secret Service. You re way
out nunber ed.

M TCHELL
Not really. They don't know it yet, but
about 20 mllion Anericans saw it in the
room sanme as | did. O are you planning
to re-edit every copy of Barbara Walters
20/ 20? 1t was over her |eft shoul der on
t he shelf, by the way. Not on the desk

HOFFER
(hal f shouti ng)
| know where the fuck it was. (regaining
his conposure) |If you're so sure you' ve
got it covered, why cone to ne?

M TCHELL
Because deep down, | think you hate this
shit as much as | do.

Hof fer sips his beer.

HOFFER
Wat | |ike and what | don't |ike have
very little to do with how | operate. |
do what needs to be done. That’'s what
sol di ers do.

M TCHELL
Uphol di ng the Constitution. Fighting for
the right thing. | always thought that

was what soldiers did.

They are quiet for a while. Mtchell signals for another

beer.

HOFFER
You know what's the big irony here? You
were the one that got beat. Not Sean
Benyon. Not Pete Martin. Colonel Boyd
Mtchell. M. Red Flag got beat.

M TCHELL
Is that right?
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HOFFER
D d you ever figure out what went wong —
why you coul dn’t recover the bags?

M TCHELL
The initiators fail ed.

HOFFER
They were switched. You set the
frequency in your shop so you could test
it. Once on board, you knew you woul dn’t
have the opportunity to check that they
still responded to your transmtter. So
you set themup, and you trusted your
crew. You assumed your own little
operation was secure. And you got beat.

M TCHELL
| guess | don’t understand why anyone
woul d have done that.

HOFFER
Don’t you? Let’s see what happened: The
noney was |ost. The Wiite House had a
big mess on their hands and prayed nobody
woul d go public with it. Nobody did...
till Cctober and then it was too | ate.
They were accused of covering up the
| oss, which they did, and the Presidency

fell into Henderson's lap. And it was
your |lax security that we all have to
t hank.

Mtchell digests this for a nonent.

M TCHELL
Wi ch doesn’t change the fact that | have
the initiator.

HOFFER
K. You have the initiator, though we
still haven't determ ned whether it’'s

worth a good goddamm. Wat do you want ?
M TCHELL
A neeti ng.
| NT. EXECUTI VE OFFI CES - THE NEXT DAY
Hoffer is entering an office with a | arge mahogany door. He

has a bit of attitude in his voice, as if he is here under
dur ess.
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HOFFER
You wanted to see ne? Sir.

The office is the Vice President’s. Cday Rawings is seated
behind a great desk. There is one other man in the room —
Ri chard Lucas, Rawl ings’ aide whomwe have seen hovering
around the action throughout the story.

RAWLI NGS
Thank you for com ng, Ceneral. Have a
seat .

HOFFER

No thank you, M. Vice President. |
won’' t be staying | ong.

RAWLI NGS
On the contrary, | think we have quite a
ot to tal k about.

He nods to Lucas who produces an MP3 player from his pocket.
He presses a button. The conversation that begins to play
was recorded during an earlier scene in the story, the first
nmeeti ng of Henderson and Hoffer, which Lucas had recorded.

HENDERSON ( ON TAPE)
| s she worth robbi ng?

HOFFER ( ON TAPE)
You ki dding? The Big E, |oaded for bear
on the eve of float, has mllions. US
dollars, foreign currency... Wth a good
team you could get over the side wth,
conservatively, 10, 15 ml in cash.

HENDERSON ( ON TAPE)
Do it.

HOFFER ( ON TAPE)
VWha...?

HENDERSON ( ON TAPE)
| want you to rob the Enterprise, just
i ke you were ordered.

Lucas presses stop. The roomis silent for a nonment.

HOFFER
| di scussed an operation brought on by
one of ny units with a United States
Senator. So what?
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RAWLI NGS
M. Lucas?

107.

The ai de produces a series of aerial photographs that show,

in a sequence that zoons in to a close up
a snmoking fire on the back deck.

LUCAS

a small ship with

These photos were taken on March 9 from
an altitude of 65000 feet. The vessel in
question was observed in a recovery
operation and a subsequent controlled
incineration at approxi mately 32°14’

north, 118°40° west...
RAWLI NGS

But then... you know exactly where these

pi ctures were taken, don't you?

Hof f er | ooks through a couple of the photos and the tosses

the pile on the desk.

RAW.I NGS ( CONT' D)
You' re finished, Ceneral.

HOFFER
Are you firing nme?!

RAWLT NGS

| "d say unenpl oynent woul d be about the

best you coul d hope for.

HOFFER

Fine. Then maybe you can tell me what

we’ re doi ng here.

RAWLT NGS

Bartering for your future. Tel
your mneeting with Boyd Mtchell

nme about

Hoffer takes a nonent to add up all he's just heard.

HOFFER
(def eat ed)

He has the initiator — the device we used
to raise the cash fromthe ocean fl oor.

He isn't sure what to do with it.

don’t think he necessarily wants to go
public. But he’'s not going to let it go.

Hof f er pauses, waiting for some response.
he goes on.

There i s none, and
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HOFFER ( CONT’ D)
He wants a neeting with the President. |
told himit was next to inpossible, but
I"d give it a try.

RAWLT NGS

Have you spoken with the President?
HOFFER

Not vyet.
RAWLI NGS

That may be the one thing that saves you
froma nice long jail term

Rawl i ngs nods to Lucas who rises and | eaves the offi ce.

RAWLI NGS ( CONT' D)
Tell Colonel Mtchell he'll get his

nmeet i ng.
HOFFER
This man - Mtchell - he’'s a good nan.
don't want. ..
RAWLI NGS
Ceneral, | served wth the Rangers in

Vietnam Nothing is going to happen to
Col onel M tchell.

EXT. BONNEVI LLE SALT FLATS - DAY

A large mlitary deploynment unfolds: arny troops by the dozen
hoppi ng out of trucks, spacing thenselves in a huge curving
arc on the wi de open wastel and of W ah.

As the shot widens and rises, we see that the area the nen
are enclosing is a great circle against the awesonme backdrop
of the dried up | ake basin.

Air Force jets fly by overhead.

EXT. BONNEVI LLE SALT FLATS, ANOTHER ANGLE

At the center of the mle-wide circle created by the
perinmeter of soldiers stands Boyd Mtchell, all alone. He
wears jeans and a tee-shirt, dark aviators. H s hair begins
to bl ow back as an Arny helicopter cones in to |land 50 yards
fromhim
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A coupl e of Secret Service nen junp fromthe chopper as its
rotors are still spinning and run toward Mtchell. They

t horoughly pat hi mdown by hand and scan himw th detectors.
Satisfied, they nod back to the chopper before returning to
its lowered steps. They stand aside as President Mason
Henderson steps down to the salt plain.

Hender son wal ks toward Mtchell as the helicopter revs up and
takes off into the sky. After a while it is quiet. For a
time they stare at each other.

HENDERSON
Congrat ul ati ons, Colonel Mtchell. An
appoi ntnent with the President of the
United States. What do you do for an
encore... audience with the Pope?

Mtchell smles.

HENDERSON ( CONT’ D)
Wll? Wat can | do for you?

M TCHELL
| was wondering, M. President, what
happened in Khe Sanh in “68. Wat it was
that you did for Cecil Hoffer that he’l
end up paying for with his career and his
dignity.

HENDERSON
What the hell are you tal king about....

M TCHELL
Dd he lose his nerve? D d he shoot
wonen and children? Wat horrible crine
did he coomit in ‘Nam..

HENDERSON
| don't...

M TCHELL
...because it nust have been sonething
really awful for a decent man to trade
his honor for a scunbag |ike you.

HENDERSON
(1 aughs)
You think that’s what this is all about?
We blackmail our way around the Bel tway?

M TCHELL
Correct me.

( CONTI NUED)



110.
CONTI NUED:  (2)

HENDERSON
How coul d you possibly have an inkling of
the way things work. You' re buried in a
trench sonewhere fighting soneone else’s
war. Too busy ducking bullets to see
what’s going on. 1’'Il tell you how it
wor ks.  You serve, or you fight, and
you're really brave or really honest.
And you know how far you get? Gty
Controller. WMayor, maybe. (He points to
Mtchell, as an exanple) Colonel. That’s
it. You want to clinb higher? Then you
begin to watch for opportunities. You
trade. Make deals. You play your hand.

M TCHELL
You stack the deck. You cheat. You
steal .

HENDERSON
(1 ouder)
You play the gane. That’'s howit’s done.
Sorry to burst your bubble.

M TCHELL
“There’s no kind of dishonesty into which
ot herwi se good people nore easily and
frequently fall than that of defrauding
the Governnment.” Know who said that?

Hender son shrugs.

HENDERSON
Ral ph Nader
Mtchell pulls out a bill fromhis pocket.
M TCHELL

Benj am n Franklin.
He holds up a well-worn one hundred dollar bill.

M TCHELL ( QONT’ D)
See, |’'ve been keeping a little souvenir
fromthe USS Enterprise. The only noney
that nmade it back to shore, as it turns
out. | thought about spending it on rent
after I was bunped out of the Arny for
supposedly screwi ng up the operation
but, well... you wouldn't care about
that, would you
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HENDERSON
You | ost the gane.

M TCHELL
W all lost. The day you traded your
decency for office. The day people in
Washi ngton started believing that taking
advantage of a crine was fine as |long as
it wasn't they thensel ves who comm tted
it. But you, you were a soldier once.
Fromthe record, it seens |like a pretty
good one. You even risked your life to
save others. Now? You risk the lives of
others for yourself. What happened al ong
the way, M. President?

HENDERSON
(irate)
How dare you question ny record? | have
served ny country well and | continue to
serve. Wio are you to pass judgenent on

ne?!
M TCHELL
Just a lowy Col onel
HENDERSON
(cool i ng down)
Reti r ed.
M TCHELL
Retired. By the way, if it’s all the
sane to you, 1'd like to hold on to the
hundred bucks... Just a little keepsake.
HENDERSON
Be ny guest.

Mtchell puts the bill back in his pocket.

M TCHELL
Speaki ng of keepsakes... one nore
guestion: How could you have been so
arrogant as to | eave your little souvenir
inthe OQval Ofice?

HENDERSON
| don’t know what you’' re tal king about.
M TCHELL
It’s over, M. President. |’mout, but
|”mtaking you with ne. You |lost the

gane.
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He turns and wal ks away, toward the perineter of soldiers.

HENDERSON
(shouting after him
What are tal king about? Wat the hell is
this all about? Where are you goi ng?
|"mnot finished with you.

Mtchel | keeps wal king. Henderson turns to shout for
sonebody, but the circle of soldiers is half a mle off in
every direction.

HENDERSON ( CONT’ D)
Stop that man!

Mtchel |l keeps wal ki ng.
FADE QUT.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE NORTH ENTRANCE HALL - DAY

The hi ghest | eaders of the | and have gathered in the North
Entrance Hall of the Wite House for a solemn cerenony. The
Chi ef Justice of the Suprene Court |lifts a | eather bound

bi ble towards G ay Rawlings, the Vice-President. Rawings
pl aces his hand on the Bible, raises his right hand, and
takes the Gath as directed by the Chief Justice.

CH EF JUSTI CE
I, AQay Wardell Rawlings do solemly

swear-. . ..
RAWLI NGS

I, AQay Wardell Rawlings do solemly

swear-. . ..

EXT. WASH NGTON HOSPI TAL CENTER - | NTERCUT
An anbul ance pulls into a hospital energency bay. A host of
news crews are held back by cops and barri cades.
EXT. VWH TE HOUSE NORTH ENTRANCE HALL - CONTI NUOUS
CH EF JUSTI CE
...that I will faithfully execute the

Ofice of the President of the United
States. ..
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RAWLI NGS
...that I will faithfully execute the
Ofice of the President of the United
States. ..

EXT. AMBULANCE - | NTERCUT

A gurney is rolled up to the waiting anbul ance. It carries
Mason Henderson. There is a doctor and two nurses with him
and arolling V. He is not dead, but he doesn't very | ook
heal t hy.

CH EF JUSTICE (O S.)
...and wll, to the best of ny ability...

RAW.I NGS (O S.)
...and wll, to the best of ny ability...

News caneras edge in against the barriers to get a shot of
t he soon-to-be-forner President.

EXT. WH TE HOUSE NORTH ENTRANCE HALL - GONTI NUQUS

CH EF JUSTI CE
...preserve, protect and defend the
constitution of the United States.

RAW.| NGS
...preserve, protect and defend the
constitution of the United States.

CH EF JUSTI CE
So hel p nme CGod.

RAWLI NGS
So hel p nme CGod.

There is a smattering of appl ause anong the few gat hered
t here, anong them Ri chard Lucas.

CH EF JUSTI CE
Congratul ations, sir.

RAWLI NGS
Thank you.

H s Aide noves forward to shake President Rawlings’ hand.
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I NT. AMBULANCE - GCONTI NUQUS

The doctor is wapping a blood pressure cuff around
Henderson's arm but the ex-President, confident that they
are safely away fromthe hospital and the prying eyes of the
press, shakes himoff.

HENDERSON
Get the hell off ne.

DOCTCR
M/ orders are..

HENDERSON
| know what your goddam orders are. And
after ny mracul ous recovery in 6 nonths
your goddamm orders are going to take you
to the goddamm Sout h Pol e. ..

EXT. WASHI NGTON DC STREET - GONTI NUQUS

The anbul ance drives off into the night.

I NT. HOLLI'S APARTMENT - NI GHT

The TV news is wapping a story about the | ow keyed

i nauguration of the new President of the United States.
There is a reporter in the frane. |In the background, the
Wi te House North Entrance Hall.

TV REPORTER (ON TV)
| ess than five nonths after the
i nauguration of the last President,
Anerica has a yet another new Commander -
in-Chief. 1’mRenee Rosado, Eyew tness
News.

The news program swi tches back to the studio where a | ocal
anchor introduces the next story.

ANCHOR (ON TV)
Thanks Renee. Now let’s go to Brian
Dowl i ng who’ s standi ng by at Washi ngt on
Hospital Center with an update on the
condition of President Henderson. Brian?

The shot switches to the scene at the hospital energency bay

wher e Henderson’s anbul ance has just pulled out. The
reporter is, in fact, standing by.
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TV REPCRTER 2 (ON TV)
Thanks, Jim Just nonents ago...

The TV swi tches off.

Hollis and Mtchell are lying, fully clothed, on her bed.

HOLLI S
| guess this changes all the rules.
M TCHELL
| wouldn’t bet onit.
HOLLI S
Next thing you know there’'ll be a wonman

in the Wiite House.
Mtchell turns his head to | ook at her.

FADE TO BLACK



